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Cast of Characters

Johnny: Italian guy from Queens.
Feel s very strongly about

famly and pizza.
M key: Johnny’ s cousin who noved to

Chi cago nonths ago, and is
back to visit with famly.

Scene

Pizza joint in New York City

Ti me

Present day



LI GATS UP

JOHNNY is seated at a table in a pizza joint in
New York City. There is a large pizza pie on the
tabl e.

Ent er M KEY.

JOHNNY
M key?

M KEY
Johnny!

JOHNNY and M KEY enbr ace.

J OHNNY
Hey, how you doin’, cuz? Long tinme, no see!l

M KEY
| know, right? How ve you been?

J OHNNY
Been alright. Just the usual shit, y know? How about
you?

M KEY
Sane here.

J OHNNY
Chi cago’ s been treating you nicely?

M KEY
Eh, it’s alright.

JOHNNY
But not quite the sane as hone, right?

M KEY
You said it. Feels good to be back here in the Big
Apple with ny favorite cousin.

J OHNNY
Good to have you back, Mkey. Let’s eat!

M KEY
| don’t know ’'bout you, but |’ m starving!

JOHNNY and M KEY sit down together at the table.
As they are tal king, each of themtakes a slice of
pi zza, and MKEY starts cutting it with a fork and
kni f e.



M KEY
Y know, | gotta tell you. | can't even renenber the
last tine |I’ve seen your face.
JOHNNY
| know, man. It feels like it’s been forever since
we- M key!
M KEY stops cutting.
M KEY
(startl ed)
What ?
JOHNNY
(angry)

What the fuck do you think you re doi ng?!

M KEY
(confused)
What are you tal ki ng about ?

JOHNNY
Your pizza!

M KEY
What about it?

J OHNNY
What are you doing to it?

M KEY
Huh?

J OHNNY
s that a FORK?!

M KEY
Yeah.

JOHNNY
And. .. a KN FE?!

M KEY
Yeah, | was just-

JOHNNY
(appal | ed)
M key, are you...are you CUTTI NG your pizza?

M KEY
Yeah, cuz. That’s how we al ways eat pizza in Chicag-



JOHNNY

OH oD
M KEY

Hey, chill out, cuz. | was just-
JOHNNY

Have you ALREADY forgotten where you ve cone fronf

M KEY
What ? No, wh-what are you tal kin’ about?

JOHNNY
You' ve lived in Chicago for just a couple of nonths
now, and now...this? THI S is how you "eat" your pizza

now?
M KEY
Wl |l yeah, | nmean what’'s the big-
JOHNNY
God...oh God, I...I think I mght be sick.
M KEY
Johnny, | don’t know what the big problemis. | nean,

what nakes you t hink-

JOHNNY
M key, you know better than this. Here in New York, you
coul d get yourself killed for eating your pizza that
way. You know t hat.

M KEY
What ?
JOHNNY
You grew up here just like I did! I nean, |-How could
you go and pull a crazy stunt |ike THAT?!
M KEY
How i s that -
JOHNNY
| nmean, really?! REALLY?! Are you fuckin kidding ne?!
M KEY
[
JOHNNY

Al right, y know what, M key? Here. Let ne give you a
little refresher on howit’'s done. Here in New York -
the greatest city in the world - you eat pizza |like
THI S!



JOHNNY picks up his slice of pizza shoves it in
hi s nout h.

M KEY
Johnny, [|...1 think-

JOHNNY
Not |ike THI S!

JOHNNY takes a fork and knife and mnes cutting
pi zza.

M KEY
Urm Johnny. .. Johnny, 1I-

J OHNNY
You don’t go and pick up a fuckin fork and knife
and- You just don’'t need any of that shit, y know? You
just don’t! Not for this!!

M KEY
kay, Johnny-

JOHNNY
It’s fuckin® PIZZAl Al you do is pick it up, fold it a
bit, and put it in your nouth! That’s ALL you gotta do-

M KEY
| think I get the picture, Johnny.
JOHNNY
Do you?! Do you get the picture, Mkey??!!
M KEY
Yeah, Johnny. It's just...|l just don't think it’s that

big of a deal, really-

JOHNNY
Not a big deal? NOT. A BIG DEAL??!!

M KEY
| nmean, Johnny, why-

JOHNNY
What do you think you re doing, going around sayin’
shit like that, M key? What coul d have possibly nmade
you forget how you eat pizza |like a real New Yorker?

M KEY
| didn't forget. | nmean, | just...y know, after a bit
of time away, | kinda decided that | wanted to try
sonet hi ng new, y’ know? After a while, | thought now was

a good time for a nice change of pace, noving to
( MORE)



M KEY (cont’ d)

Chicago and all. And y know what? | like it. | actually
like it.
JOHNNY
How, M key? How the fuck could you |ike-
M KEY
Hell, | actually think | mght |like eating it this way
bit better. | mean, have you ever even tried eatin’
t this way, Johnny?

a
|

Pause, as JOHNNY sinply stares at M KEY,
uni npr essed.

M KEY
Johnny?
(pauses)
Johnny, |-
JOHNNY
| " mjust gonna pretend | didn't hear that.
M KEY
Look, Johnny. C non. Al | did was-
JOHNNY
Alright, look. Here's the deal, Mkey. Since you re
famly, I’mgonna try and help you out here on this
one.
M KEY
Wh-what are you tal ki ng abo-
JOHNNY
If this were anyone else, | wouldn’'t care. 1'd |let them
go, and get thenselves shot over this. But not you. |I’'m
not gonna sit by, and let nmy own cousin go down this
r oad.
M KEY
(reassuring)
Johnny, |-1 appreciate you being so concerned about ne,
and all. But I...1 really don’t think I need your help.
I"’m ..’ mokay-
JOHNNY
M key, |I-1 hate to be the one to tell you this,

but...you re not okay right now, cuz. You need to get
hel p.



M KEY
| aml 1'’mjust fine. |-

JOHNNY
No M key, you' re not. But don’'t worry! |I’m gonna save
you. |’ m gonna get you the help you need, and in the

end, you’' re gonna be okay.

M KEY
Johnny, please just-

JOHNNY
Because that’s what fam |y does, Mkey! W | ook out for
each other! Wien we see soneone in our famly that’s
not doin’ well, we do what we can to help then

M KEY
kay, Johnny. Can you pl ease-

JOHNNY
| dunno if you ve forgotten that, too, while you were
i n Chi cago, M key.

M KEY
VWhat ? | -

JOHNNY
But I haven't! | haven't forgotten what it nmeans to be
famly, and what it nmeans to help them out.

M KEY
Johnny, will you-

J OHNNY
| haven't forgotten, danmt!! And |’ m gonna nmake sure
t hat -

M KEY

WIIl you just cal mdown, Johnny?
Pause

J OHNNY
Cal m down? What do you nean "cal m down"? How coul d
cal mdown after what | saw you do!

M KEY
| mean, |look, | don’t know why you' re acting this
crazy. Y know, |ike, why you have to go and nmake such a
bi g deal about this, y know? | nean...c’ non, man. It’s
just pizza. | mean, what if | just like to eat ny-



JOHNNY
Just pizza? JUST pizza??

M KEY
Yeah, | nean...is it really-

JOHNNY
M key, are you...are you really even my cousin?

M KEY
What ?

JOHNNY
Seriously. Now you're starting to act |ike sonme guy
|’ ve never even net before.

M KEY
Johnny, why can’t we just-

JOHNNY
What are you trying to tell ne, Mkey? You know t he
i mportant role pizza plays in our famly. You know
that! Are you saying that you don’'t want to be a nenber
of our famly anynore?!

M KEY
What ?!' No, of course not!

J OHNNY
Then what is it, Mkey? Wiat’s gotten into you?

M KEY
| just don’t see why you have to nake such a big deal
over the way | eat ny pizza. | nean, why can’t we just
nove on, and just eat...the way we wanna eat?

JOHNNY
You wanna know why, M key?

M KEY
Yeah, | do. | really do.

JOHNNY
Because. .. because | | ove you. You're ny cousin, and
...l just don’t wanna see you turn out the wong way,
and. . .

(enoti onal)
...and |’ ve seen way too nany people go down this road,
and...l don’t know if | could handl e seeing you end up
t he sane way they did.



