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Cast of Characters

Kat e: About 22, Roger’s wife
Maddi e: About 33, Daniel’'s wife
Dani el : About 21, Maddi e’ s husband
Roger : About 33, Kate's husband
Scene
Backyar ds
Ti me

An afternoon



ACT I/ SCENE 1

At Rise: The stage is split in tw by a fence. On
one side KATE is folding clothes froma | aundry
bag into a basket. And on the other side ROGER is
lighting a grill. These things can be re-worked
according to preference.

(MADDI E approaches KATE and hugs her. DAN EL
approaches ROGER and shakes his hand. DAN EL and
ROCER are in a frozen-like state while MADD E and
KATE are ani nat ed.)

MADDI E
Kat e.
KATE
| was wondering when you were going to show up.
MADDI E
My husband had ne cooking lunch for him Meatloaf and
Lasagna.
KATE
That’s a big lunch. Does he nake you do that everyday?
MADDI E
He says because |I’m such a great cook, | should be
using nmy talents to feed himwell.
KATE
Vell, I’ma terrible cook so ny hubby is not so

demandi ng. You see, that’s where you erred. You should
have hi dden your cooking skills.

MADDI E

So what do you cook for Daniel?
KATE

Ri ce, and store bought patties. He prefers to eat out.
MADDI E

You know | wore that black dress | told you about.
KATE

Wowi
MADDI E

Daniel loved it. | think he fell in love with ne al

over again.

(MADDI E and KATE are in a frozen-like state while
ROGER and DANI EL are ani mated.)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

ROCGER
How did things go with Maddie | ast night?
DANI EL
She wore that black dress. It was absol utely hideous. |
was so ashanmed to wal k next to her. | was actually
wal king at a distance... like | don’t don’t know her,

she’ s just wal ki ng besi de ne.

(DANIEL and ROCGER are in a frozen-like state while
MADDI E and KATE are ani nated.)

KATE
| bet he was smiling all the tine.
(MADDI E and KATE are in a frozen-like state while
ROGER and DANI EL are ani mat ed.
DANI EL
| had this frown that never left ne for the whole
night. I was glad it was night tinme.
ROGER

Kate has this dress that makes ne shudder al so.
Something that’s so 1497.

(DANIEL and ROCGER are in a frozen-like state while
MADDI E and KATE are ani mat ed.)

KATE
| have this dress that Roger just adores. \Wenever |
wear it, his eyes just lights up, and | feel like I'm
bal | room dancing with him

(MADDI E and KATE are in a frozen-like state while
ROGER and DANI EL are ani mated.)

ROGER
| don’t know how to tell her that dress is horrendous.
DANI EL
Wonen, huh.
(DANIEL and ROGER are in a frozen-like state while
MADDI E and KATE are ani mated.)
MADDI E
We have such romanti ¢ husbands.
KATE
W do.

(MADDI E and KATE are in a frozen-like state while
ROGER and DANI EL are ani mated.)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

ROGER
Are you ever pressured to be romantic?

DANI EL
The last time | went to a chic flick with Maddie, |
mentally vomted all that nonsense half through the

film
(DANIEL and ROGER are in a frozen-like state while
MADDI E and KATE are ani mated.)
MADDI E
| went to see this chic flick with Daniel, it was so

touching he started crying.

(MADDI E and KATE are in a frozen-like state while
ROGER and DANI EL are ani mated.)

DANI EL
| was crying Roger, because | was in so nmuch PAIN
(DANIEL and ROCGER are in a frozen-like state while
MADDI E and KATE are ani nat ed.)
MADDI E

He finished ny whol e box of Kl eenex.

KATE
(showi ng Maddi e the ring on her index
finger)
Roger bought nme this ring.

MADDI E
That | ooks expensi ve.

(MADDI E and KATE are in a frozen-like state while
ROGER and DANI EL are ani mated.)

ROGER
| had to dip into ny savings because of Kate. She
conned ne into buying this ring for her. She said she
woul dn’t sleep in the sanme bed with ne unless | bought
this ring she saw in a nmagazi ne. After two days, |

br oke.
DANI EL
That’ s sad.
ROCGER
Tell me about it. I literally threw the noney at her.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

DANI EL
Sort of like rage quitting.

(DANIEL and ROGER are in a frozen-like state while
MADDI E and KATE are ani mated.)

MADDI E
| " m happy for you.

KATE
Thanks. Qur anniversary is comng up, and I'mreally
excited.

MADDI E
Do you think he’' Il get you sonething?

KATE
He al ways has, but |I'mnot pressuring himor anything.
He has done a lot for ne already.

(MADDI E and KATE are in a frozen-like state while
ROGER and DANI EL are ani mated.)

ROGER
Qur anniversary is comng up, and |’ m broke.
DANI EL
Do you have to get her sonething?
ROGER
If I don’t, you' |l never see ne again, buddy. 1’1l get
t he axe.
DANI EL

| took Maddie to this crunby restaurant for our
anni versary.

(DANIEL and ROCGER are in a frozen-like state while
MADDI E and KATE are ani nat ed.)

MADDI E
Dani el took ne to a fancy restaurant for our
anniversary. It was really romanti c.

KATE
Tell ne nore.

MADDI E
W wal ked to the restaurant, and the stars were aligned
just right, and we were hol di ng hands.

(MADDI E and KATE are in a frozen-like state while
ROGER and DANI EL are ani mated.)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

DANI EL
On our way to the restaurant, she held ny hand so tight
it hurt. It was 2 o' clock in the norning, and the
streets were deserted.

ROGER
Way did you choose that restaurant?

DANI EL
It is the only restaurant | know that offers great food
for under twenty bucks. But it’'s located in the mddle
of nowhere. And Taxi drivers are afraid to go there, so
we had to walk fromthe train station.

(DANI EL and ROGER are in a frozen-like state while
MADDI E and KATE are ani mat ed.)

MADDI E
The food was great.

(MADDI E and KATE are in a frozen-like state while
ROGER and DANI EL are ani mated.)

DANI EL
The food was horri bl e.

(DANIEL and ROCGER are in a frozen-like state while
MADDI E and KATE are ani nat ed.)

MADDI E
So | hope you have your own little |ove story for your
anni versary.

(MADDI E and KATE are in a frozen-like state while
ROGER and DANI EL are ani mated.)

DANI EL
Learn fromnme. Don’t nmke that m stake.

ROGER
Kate woul d never forgive for sonething |like that.
Nei t her woul d her nother. They tal k about everyt hing.
She shares a equal part is this relationship. Dd I
tell you that she’s coming over to spend a week?

DANI EL
No.

ROGER
She’ s maki ng her yearly inspection, so If | mess up ny
anniversary |’'ll have two wonen that will be angry with
nme.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 6.

(DANIEL and ROCGER are in a frozen-like state while
MADDI E and KATE are ani nat ed.)

KATE
My nother’s comng to spend a week with us.
MADDI E
| like her. She’s such a nice person.
(MADDI E and KATE are in a frozen-like state while
ROGER and DANI EL are ani mated.)
ROGER

| dread this tinme of year. Seeing her judgnental face
makes ne shudder.

(DANIEL and ROCGER are in a frozen-like state while
MADDI E and KATE are ani nat ed.)

KATE
Roger really likes her. H's face just lights up when
she enters the house.

(MADDI E and KATE are in a frozen-like state while
ROGER and DANI EL are ani mated.)

ROCGER
One week is all I’mthinking. One week...
DANI EL
I n-1aws, huh?
ROCGER
How di d you escape yours, though?
DANI EL
They |ive Canada, | noved to New Jersey. And if need
be, I'Il nmove to Al aska.
(DANIEL and ROCGER are in a frozen-like state while
MADDI E and KATE are ani mat ed.)
KATE
When are your in-laws comng over? |’ve never seen any
of them
MADDI E

The trip is too nuch for them They live in Canada.
| " ve suggested to Daniel that we go visit them but he
says he’s not up for the trip. But we will, eventually.

( CONTI NUED)



