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ACT 1-1

The Di ni ng Room - eveni ng.

At Rise: Adimy lit dining room THEOCDORE MARLOW
(md thirties and well dressed in Victorian
attire) sits to the left of a long dining table
and ELSIE MARLOW (|l ate twenties, pretty, well
dressed) sits to the right. A neal is set before
themas is an assortnent of cutlery. Each has a
smal | hand bell easily within reach. A decanter of
wine sits in the mddle of the table.

El sie and Theo are eating.

ELSI E
Heavens, | swear | have not had the tinme to draw breath
today. | took tea with Lady Green and we spent the
af ternoon di scussing the antics of her younger sister.
Honestly, she is positively dreadful in her behavior, a
| ady she is nost certainly not!

Theodor e does not respond.

ELSI E
May | inquire as to your day?

THEODORE
You may but you will no doubt find ny exploits
tiresone.

ELSI E

Wy do you say that?

THEODORE
Because ny dear it did not involve | ewmdness or |aughter
at the expense of others.

ELSI E
Oh cone now, it is human nature to have an interest in
the activities of others.

THEODORE
Yes, | amall too aware of your interest in others and
to where it may | ead.
El sie slanms her cutlery down.

ELSI E
Meani ng what exactly?

Theodore does not answer. Elsie resunes eating.

( CONTI NUED)
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ELSI E
| forgot what a joy dining with you had becone. Do you
not renmenber how we would set the world to rights over
a fine neal back when we were courting?

THEODORE
(si ghi ng)
| amafraid | nmust not, | recall no such conversation,
intellectual or otherw se whilst you have a full plate
under your nose.

ELSI E
(ignoring his insult)
Have | not told you about Lady Forshaw s | atest
m sdeneanor? Ch it’s positively ghastly! How Lord
Forshaw is able to live with that wonman | shall never
under st and!

THEODORE
No, you have not and | beg that you go no further. |
have no tinme for the sordid details of Lady Forshaw s
| atest affairs and in answer to your question -
assuming it was not rhetorical, Lord Forshawis able to
l[ive with that vile woman because he is unaware of the
maj ority of her exploits.

El sie places her cutlery neatly onto her plate and
reaches for her glass of wine. She finishes it in
one gul p.

ELSI E
VWll, that may be so but | was nerely trying to partake
in the art of casual conversation. Apparently it’s the
done thing at dinner? Trying to engage you further is
becom ng a frightful bore!

THEODORE
Apol ogi es. My thoughts are el sewhere for | have nuch to
ponder .

ELSI E
Ch, not this again! Theodore, you al ways were a dreaner
but that is all you shall ever be! How many tines nust
we discuss this? Nowis the tine of the achiever and |
for one amglad! If we did little but look to the stars
our days would be spent wi th crooked necks!

El sie places her enpty glass onto the table.
ELSI E

(shouti ng)
Boy! Boy! My glass is enpty. Boy!

( CONTI NUED)
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THEODCORE
(si ghi ng)
H's nane is Bailey, this nuch |I have told you many
tinmes and for the sake of both of our ears pl ease use
the bell to call for his attention.

ELSI E
| have no tine to |l earn the names of our help and that
you wel |l know

El sie picks up the bell and begins toring it.

THEODORE
He has been with us for three years.

ELSI E
Well he won't be with us for nuch longer if he keeps ne
wai ti ng! Has he got lead in his shoes?

Bai |l ey enters.

BAI LEY
Yes ny | ady?
El sie points to her enpty gl ass.
ELSI E
It’s about time! My stomach thinks ny throat has been
cut!
Bailey fills Elsie s glass.
THEODCORE

Such a wonderful turn of phrase for a | ady.

ELSI E
Ch cone now, you always did |ike ny vul gar side.

THEODORE
Agai n you are m staken.

Bai |l ey places the wi ne decanter back onto the
table and awaits his next order.

THEODORE
Thank you Bailey, that will be all

Bai | ey nods and | eaves the room
ELSI E

You do know that you don’t need to thank the hel p?
Paynment is thanks enough for the |Iikes of them

( CONTI NUED)
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THEODCRE
That is where you and | differ in our view of the world
my dear. | know that | amnot required to thank Bail ey

but | feel it only right to do so.

El sie drinks her w ne.

ELSI E
| do wonder what | ever saw in you, we are worlds apart
you and |I.

THEODORE

You nmean aside fromny wealth, good standi ng and
prom sing career? Cone now, you saw exactly what you
wi shed to see.

ELSI E
| also saw a man, kind and noble...at least | thought
that | had.

THEODCORE

You did. Once.
Theodore continues his neal in silence.

Bai | ey knocks on the door and enters the room

BAI LEY
Beggi ng your pardon sir, M Hanpford is here to see
you.
Theodore places his cutlery to one side and w pes
his mouth with a napkin.
THEODORE
Ah, excellent. | was beginning to worry that Ai had
dropped off the face of the earth! Send himto ny
quarters, | shall followin a nonent.
BAI LEY
Yes sir.
Bail ey exits the room Theodore stands in
readi ness to | eave.
ELSI E

So you are just going to |l eave your darling wife to
drink al one whilst you entertain your boorish friend?

THEODORE
That seens to be the sumof it, yes. You do tend to
enjoy your drink nore when | am not anobngst your

conpany.
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ELSI E
Meani ng?

THEODORE
| had Bailey update nme on our wine stock. It has
depl eted rapidly these past few nonths.

ELSI E
Hmph. What el se woul d you have ne do? A girl needs to
entertain herself!

THEODORE
Yes, so | keep hearing. Excuse ne, | shall not keep
Aiver waiting.

Theodore | eaves the room Elsie helps herself to
anot her gl ass of w ne.

ELSI E
(shouti ng)
Boy! Boy!
Bail ey enters the room
BAI LEY
Yes ny | ady?
ELSI E
Fetch another bottle. My good husband has taken it upon
hinmself to | eave ne to ny own anusenent, | fear | shal
be here a while.
BAI LEY
Yes ny | ady.
Bailey turns to | eave.
ELSI E
Oh- boy?
BAI LEY
Yes?
ELSI E

Better if you bring a few.

Bail ey | eaves the room Elsie continues to drink
al one. She enpties her glass and holds it up to
the light. She catches her reflection in the

gl ass.

( CONTI NUED)
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ELSI E
Ah, there you are. \What ever happened to your spirit?
Your vigor? You |ook so tired now...so very tired.It’s
because he knows, and though | shall never admt it,
not even in ny dying breath, | cannot lie to nyself.
What was | to do? Drown anobngst the msery of a
| ovel ess marriage? Wiilst it is true that he has
extended every kindness to nme | see that ny infidelity
al t hough unspoken, erodes our union.

Bail ey enters the room He sees that Elsie is
tal king and holds his position in the shadows.

ELSI E
He hurts because of nme but he can never know. | have
standing, | have influence and these things nean nore
to nme than a wounded ego. He could have nme again if he
so wshed, I'd lay with himand all would be forgotten.
Oh how | amangry at that cursed man! If only he
reached out now and again, if only he would trust
enough to let ne in! Perhaps then ny eye woul d never
have wander ed. .

El sie notices Bailey standing in the shadows.

ELSI E
(angry) ,
You! Boy! How nuch did you hear just now?
BAI LEY
(pani cked)
Not a word ny lady - not a word a swear!
ELSI E
Li ar!
Elsie throws the enpty wi ne glass at Bail ey.
ELSI E

Begone with you boy and not a word of this to ny
husband or | shall have you flogged to within an inch
of your lifel

Bai l ey places the wine onto the table and quickly
| eaves.

Elsie rises fromher seat and fetches Theo’s gl ass
for herself.

ELSI E

I nsol ent boy, 1’'d have himout were it ny decision to
make.

( CONTI NUED)
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El sie takes her seat and resunes her dri nking.

FADE TO BLACK



ACT 1-2

Theodore’ s Chanbers - evening.

MASTER BEDROOM  QOLIVER i s standi ng and | ooki ng out of the
wi ndow. There is a table with two chairs to the right of a
grand four poster bed. A decanter of Scotch sits upon the
table with two enpty gl asses.

Ent er Theodor e.

THEODORE
Dreadfully sorry for the wait, | made haste ny escape
as best | could.

Oiver turns to face his friend.

QLI VER
Not at all, | was quite content here watching two crows
have at it over a worm | find anusenent in the nost
trite of situations. | nust ask, why are we reduced to
nmeeting in your chanbers? | nuch prefer the library
nmysel f, for the ease of access to your Scotch as nuch
as any book m nd!

THECDORE
| fear this to be the one roomin which she dare not
tread.
Theodore notions towards the table.
THEODORE
As you can see, | took the |iberty.
OLl VER

Are things between you so bad?

THEODORE
On the contrary! | amglad that she avoids ny chanbers!
| sleep nore soundly knowi ng that she is residing in
anot her w ng.

oLl VER
| really do not understand you dear friend. You have
weal th beyond neasure, status that is unparalleled and
a darling wife who is blessed by both youth and beauty.

THEODCORE
It would seemthat | have nuch to be envious of |
i magi ne, especially regarding Elsie. Yet she is both
beautiful and terrible in equal neasure and | am
rapidly becomng disillusioned with ny place beside
her.

( CONTI NUED)
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Aiver takes a seat

QLI VER

Real | y? | have al ways thought of you as happily in

| ove!

Theodore joins Aiver and pours hima drink

THEODORE

Not so. Wth every passing day ny outl ook darkens. The

future for Elsie and | is uncertain
QLI VER

Must | rem nd you of what you do have? Again?
THEODORE

No, | have counted ny bl essings many tinmes yet still an

enptiness gnaws within nmy belly. | ask you, would you

forgo your life of freedomand nerrinment for one of
comm t nent ?

oLl VER
O course not! Marriage is not for the likes of nme, a
fellow such as | needs his freedons, but are you really
so desperately unhappy?

THEODCORE

| know not how to describe ny tenperanent other than I
feel that a good portion of nyself is mssing. Did I
ever feel conplete? That | cannot say. | believe that
as a man grows to know hinself he faces stark truths
that he either acknow edges and nekes an effort to
address, or buries deep in sonme forgotten part of his
mnd in the vain hope that they will one day fade to

not hing. | have buried mne for too | ong and yet they
trouble me still. | nust admt that change needs to be
made and soon. Alas, | suspect Elsie has already acted

upon her unhappi ness.

QLI VER
How do you nean and what changes are you contenpl ati ng?
| nmust say this is all news to ne!

Theodore gets up fromthe table and wal ks towards
t he wi ndow.

THEODCORE
The very gravest. As for Elsie, though | cannot say for
certain...l fear she has bedded wi th anot her.

A iver joins Theodore.

( CONTI NUED)
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QLI VER
You suspect?

THEODORE
| do, though it may well be ny predi canent whi ch cl ouds
nmy judgnent so | shall discount it. | believe that I
must act on what | know for certain.

QLI VER
Prom se ne that you will not nmake any decision in
haste? There is your standing to consider - your fal
fromgrace will be sharp and painful should you decide
to -

Theodor e shakes his head.
THEODORE

| care not for the wagging of tongues. Let themfill

t heir engagenments with talk of ny fortunes if they
must. What ever course of action | shall decide upon
will be the one which suits Elsie and I. O course, she
may not see it that way but | shall endeavor to ease
her pain the best | can.

QLI VER
Vell at least permt ne to take your m nd away from
such troubl esone thoughts. Sir Gathwell is holding a

smal | gathering tonight, of which I aminvited. You
shall also join ne. It will do you the world of good to
be away fromthis place and anongst the conpany of
decent people for a change. What say you?

THEODORE
| amin no nood to socialize. | would be poor conpany.

QLI VER
Then that is settled. Be sure to bring your current
hunmour, you shall make ne appear all the nore charn ng
and desirable! | shall see you at eight.

Aiver | eaves the room Theodore finishes his
drink by the w ndow.

THEODORE
Very well, eight it shall be.

FADE TO BLACK
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ACT 1-3

Gathwell’s Ball - evening.

BALLROOM Theodore and A iver stand on the edge of a crowded
bal |l room fl oor. Each are holding a gl ass of w ne. Couples
dance to a Waltz in the background. PERCH VAL HARDI NG and
REBECCA EVANS stand to the far left.

oLl VER
Tell nme you feel much better drinking wine that has
cost you nothing, in the splendor of Gathwell’s gaudy
mansi on?

Theodore takes a sip fromhis w ne.

THEODORE
It will take nore than a few gl asses of second-rate
wine to lift ny spirits tonight friend.
QLI VER
Remind me why | insisted upon your conpany again?
THEODORE

| amat a loss as to an answer.

Percival notices Oiver fromacross the ballroom
and catches his eye. Percival approaches Theodore
and Aiver with Rebecca foll ow ng behi nd.

QLI VER
Ch good lord, | curse ny wandering eye! Brace yourself
for we are about to be joined by an insufferable
si nmpl et on!

PERCI VAL

Ah, good eveni ng gentl enen, such a pleasant evening
woul dn’t you say?

Perci val and Adiver shake hands.

QLI VER
Indeed it is, Percy isn't it? How wonderful to see you
again

PERCI VAL
Lord Harding if you would, only ny nother calls ne by
my christian nane. | shall be glad when the witch
finally gives up the ghost so that | will no | onger

have to suffer that cursed word ever agai n!

( CONTI NUED)
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REBECCA
| find it a lovely nane nmy Lord.

Upon hearing Rebecca’ s voice, Theodore’s attention
is drawn fromhis wi ne glass and onto her.

PERCI VAL
Yes, well, the things that you find appealing could
fill an entire library nmy dear!l pay your opinion

little attention.

OLI VER
And who is this delightful young |ady? | have not yet
had the pl easure.

PERCI VAL
(1 aughi ng)
Nor shall you! This is Lady Rebecca Evans. She and |
are to be wed in the autum. Her father owns an | avish
estate beyond the border, has a few nountains dotted
about the place but beggars can’'t be choosers!

REBECCA
(sheepi sh)
No ny Lord.

oLl VER
Lovely to neet you M ss Evans.

Theodor e approaches Rebecca, his eyes are | ocked
with hers. He takes her by the hand before
planting a snall, delicate kiss upon it.

THEODORE
My lady, permt me to introduce nyself, | am Theodore
Marlow and it is an honor to make your acquai ntance.

REBECCA
(bl ushes)
Wiy t hank you Sir.

THEODCORE
Theodore. Pl ease.

PERCI VAL
(interrupting)
Yes well, please excuse us, we have drinks with Sir
Gat hwel | wai ting.

Rebecca and Theodore’s eyes are | ocked together.

( CONTI NUED)
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REBECCA
Must | attend? You do know that | find Sir Gathwell a
frightful bore!

PERCI VAL

(angry) ,
You shall do as you are bid woman

THEODORE
Permit ne if I may, | would be happy to entertain the
good | ady whilst you talk business with Sir Gathwell.
After all, man’s affairs should be his and his al one.

PERCI VAL
(cauti ously)
Well...l suppose you have a point. Rebecca, you are to
remain here with...

THEODORE
Theodor e.

PERCI VAL
Yes, you are to remain here with him | w|
nmy business but | shall not be absent for |

| not hasten
ong either.

Perci val nods at Theodore and A iver before
di sappearing of stage.

QLI VER
What a conplete and utter Oaf - apologies ny |ady, |
meant no of f ense.

REBECCA
None taken. Hi s manner can be overbearing at tinmes but
his heart is...well, there are worse nmen than he in
this world.

THEODORE
| don’t doubt that at all. However, as you are in ny
care and it is nmy duty to entertain you, would you care
to dance?

Rebecca sm | es.

REBECCA

| woul d, although | have danced little. | fear that I

may enbarrass you
Theodore sm | es.

THEODORE
Not hi ng could be farther fromthe truth, it will be
who denonstrates poor technique and | have plenty

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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THEODORE (cont’ d)
enough to shane the hall, they shall avert their gaze

in pity.

Theodore takes Rebecca’s hand and | eads her into
the mddle of the dance floor. The lights di mand
t he dancers continue to nove around Theodore and
Rebecca, who in turn dance very slowy. They | ook
deep into each others eyes. After a nonent
Theodor e speaks.

THEODORE
| have sonething to confess.

REBECCA
h? W have only just net, you are either awfully
trusting or you are carrying around an abundance of
gui l t!

Theodor e | aughs.

THEODORE
Trusting perhaps, but |I nust say this for I know not if
| shall see you again. When our eyes first net | felt a
warnth within ny chest that | have never felt before.
It feels alnost |ike the expl osion of a thousand suns.
It remains still.

REBECCA
You di d? What do you suppose it could nean? Did you eat
the shellfish? | hear they can lead to an all manner of
sensations if not adequately prepared!

Theodor e | aughs agai n.

THEODORE
No ny dear, though | know that you tease. | don’'t know
how to describe it other than you seemawfully famliar
to me, your eyes - | have gazed into them before.

Rebecca | ooks away. She is enbarrassed.

THEODORE
What is it? Have | said too nuch? | apol ogi ze, ny
enotions run deep and at tinmes can get the better of
ne.

REBECCA
No, it’s not that. | thought | would feel foolish
admtting this but | too have that same sensation in ny
bosom It is alnbst as though a hundred butterflies
decided to take flight all at once.

( CONTI NUED)
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THEODORE
It is.

REBECCA
| have a confession too. | never intended to attend
drinks with Percy and Gathwell. | was hoping that |

could arrange further tine in your conpany. Thank you
for speaking up for ne.

THEODORE
Not at all, there was sonmething within nme that was not
ready to |l et you disappear, | alnost felt as though ny
actions were not nmy owmn! Tell ne, have we net before? |
nmust know

REBECCA

We have not, yet your touch, your voice, your eyes, |
know you but from where | cannot say.

The nusic ends and the dancers stop and appl aud.
Percival enters the stage.

REBECCA
|’mafraid that | nust go, it |ooks as though his
busi ness is conplete. Thank you for the dance.

Rebecca noves to | eave the ballroom fl oor but
Theodore catches her arm

THEODORE
Pl ease, give ne one nore nonent of your tine for if |
do not speak now, regret shall haunt ne for the

remai nder of ny days. | nust see you again, | nust.
REBECCA

How? | -1 cannot, | amarranged to marry Percy.
THEODORE

Do you | ove hinf
Rebecca shy’s away fromthis question.

REBECCA
It matters not, the date is set.

THEODORE
O that | am aware but hear nme out. Do you know
Thi stl ewood Grove? It is |located on the northern edge
of the city?

REBECCA
| do?

( CONTI NUED)
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THEODCRE
There is a | ake situated within it, | shall be there
every day for the next two weeks at one o’ clock in the
afternoon. If you wish to pursue this neeting further,
if you feel that fate has placed us together this night
for a reason, then please...neet ne there.

PERCI VAL
(shouti ng)
Rebecca! Cone now, | require your presence!
REBECCA
-1 nmust go, |I’msorry.
THEODORE

Pl ease. One o’ clock by the I ake in Thistlewod Gove.

Rebecca goes to join Percival on the edge of the
dance floor. Theodore renmains al one. Rebecca gives
hi m one | ast | onging | ook before di sappearing off
stage with Percival. Qiver joins Theodore in the
center of the dance fl oor.

OLl VER
Ch don't look so fearful, I'"mnot here to ask for the
next dance! | do however want to know what the devil

you are playing at?

THEODORE
(absently)
How do you nean?
QLI VER
How do | - what you just did was nobst out of character.
| would blanme the wine but you have hardly touched a
dr op!
THEODCORE
Ai, do you believe in true |ove?
QLI VER
Do | what?
THEODCORE
| know it sounds conpletely preposterous but Rebecca,
know her and | have |loved her, | amsure of it.
QLI VER
Wel |, one brunette | ooks nuch the same as another if

you ask ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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THEODORE
Oh Adi dear boy, you really have no idea what | am
tal ki ng about do you?

QLI VER
| am begi nning to have ny doubts as to what that good
| ady wi fe of yours has done to your sanity...but,
tonight was the first time that | have seen you smle
in an age and | cannot begrudge you that no matter how
absurd your reasoning. By the way, what did you say to
her when she | eft? Percival |ooked nost aggrieved.

THEODORE
| asked if she would consider neeting ne again.

oLl VER
You asked the fiance of Percival Hardi ng whether she
woul d be prepared to neet you in secret? My word, you
real ly have gone up in ny estimtion tonight old chap!

THEODORE
| felt conpelled to for I amconvinced fate is yet
finished wth she and |

FADE TO BLACK
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ACT 1-4
Woodl and

Theodore is waiting in the woods. Tine passes in a
series of stage blackouts in which Theodore
changes his stage |location and | ooks to becone

i ncreasi ng angui shed.
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ACT 1-5

Theodore’s Chanbers - afternoon

Theodore is gazing out of the wi ndow whilst Bailey
busi es hinself naking the bed etc.

BAI LEY
Forgive ny intrusion Sir but are you feeling well?
THEODCORE
(after a pause)
| am Bai |l ey.
BAI LEY
If I may be so bold | do not agree. | have served you

for many years and one grows attuned to the nood of the
house and it’s occupants. Lately you appear nost

di stant, nore so than usual. So if | may ask again, are
you feeling well?

Theodore turns towards Bail ey.

THEODORE
| amsorry, you deserve an honest answer and | fee
conpelled to give it. | amnot sick but I am m ssing
somet hi ng, m ssing soneone in ny life. | had the nerest

taste of happi ness several nights ago and it has |eft
an enduring inpression upon ny soul

BAI LEY
VWho was she Sir?

THEODCRE
(1 aughi ng)
You are right not to assune it was Lady Marl ow

BAI LEY
| have seen the cruel way with which her words cut you.
| could not pardon her words quite so easily.

THEODORE
It is true that at one tine her remarks woul d wound ny
spirit, but as the years have passed | gradually becane
nunb to her venonous outbursts. Really, you need not

Worry.
BAI LEY

So who is she? Wio is the |ady that has captured your

t hought s?

( CONTI NUED)
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THEODORE
It matters not. She is betrothed to another.

BAI LEY
| s she the reason for your daily excursions?

THEODORE
Bail ey ny boy, in any other house your curious tongue
woul d | ead you to a sound scol di ng!

BAI LEY
|’ msorry sir.

Theodore turns back to the w ndow.

THEODCORE
No Bailey, | amsorry. You were nerely show ng concern
for ny well being, and | have few others around ne that
do. Her name is Rebecca Evans and she is to wed
Perci val Harding. The reason for ny frequent absence is
| requested she neet ne in Thistlewod G ove should she
have any desire to pursue our connection further.

BAI LEY
Connection? It was ny understanding that you had only
met her the once?

THEODORE
You understand correctly yet the bond between us was
al nost tangi bl e.

Bai |l ey stops what he is doing. Theodore turns to
face himand ushers himto take a seat upon the
bed.

BAI LEY
Pl ease, go on

THEODORE

When our eyes net, It was as though every doubt that |
had about nyself and the direction that ny life was
taking, every worry that | ever had, they all vani shed
and everything nade conplete sense. It was a nonent of
absolute clarity and it was charged with the kind of
intensity that rises fromyour knees and erupts inside
your chest. Every sense was hei ghtened, and for a

heartbeat the world stood still. At that nonment | knew
that | |oved her, but strangely, and this | cannot
explain, | knew what it would be like to be | oved by
her. And then she was gone and | have not seen her

si nce.

( CONTI NUED)
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BAI LEY
| see. No wonder your heart hangs heavy.

THEODCRE
| ndeed.

BAI LEY
Do you think that you will see her again?

THEODORE
| fear not. The window in which | set to neet has
expired. It is clear to ne that she has nade her
choi ce.

BAI LEY
Permit nme if | may, but | have sonething that | need to
di scuss with you?

THEODORE
s that so?

BAI LEY
| ndeed, though amnot sure as to whether nowis the
time-

THEODORE

Qut with it boy! You know that you and | can di scuss
all but the nost personal of matters.

Bail ey | ooks to the floor.

BAI LEY

|’mafraid this would be considered a personal matter.
THEODORE

| can see the wei ght upon your shoulders. Qut with it.
BAI LEY

Several nights back | interrupted Lady Marl ow as she

was thinking al oud. She was speaki ng of an act that she
had comm tted -

THEODORE
(interrupting)
There is no need to conti nue.

Theodore and Bailey are silent for a nonent.
THEODCORE

| suspected as such. It seens that the stars have
al i gned dear boy.

( CONTI NUED)
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BAI LEY
How do you nean?

THEODORE
One encounters many signs upon his journey, it is up to
he whet her he chooses to follow them

BAI LEY
So what will you do now?

THEODORE
| do so hope that is the last of your questions today?

Bai | ey nods.
THEODCORE
Good - As for now. ..l feel that a change of direction
is in order.

FADE TO BLACK



23.

ACT 1-6

D nni ng Room - eveni ng.

Lady Marlow is sitting at the dining table, eating
her eveni ng nmeal al one. Theodore enters the room
with Bailey trailing behind.

ELSI E
Vll it’s about bloody tine! | was beginning to think
that nmy wi sh had come true and | had at |ast becone a
wi dowl | have seen barely hide nor hair of you these
past few weeks!

THEODCORE
| see you have nmade you customary early start on the
Wi ne?
ELSI E
(ignoring his comrent)
Honestly now, | don’t know whether to rejoice or
despai r!
THEODORE

(annoyed)
Enough of your jibes Elsie!l have reached a concl usion
regarding our marriage, in fact | reached it many
nmont hs ago yet nuch to ny discredit, dithered over
carrying out ny intentions.

El sie places her wine onto the table and turns in
her chair to face Theodore.

ELSI E
Oh, alittle entertainnent to go with dinner, this
shal | be fun

THEODORE
| shall not mx ny words. | am |l eaving you Elsie, |
want a divorce.

ELSI E
(shocked)
You wi sh to | eave ne?

THEODORE
Do not even attenpt to act as though this is not what
you truly desire.

El sie turns her attention to Bail ey.

( CONTI NUED)
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ELSI E
(spiteful)
He told you didn’t he! That bl asted boy opened his
nmouth when | told himnot to!

THEODORE
Bail ey has not uttered a word regardi ng your adultery,
| amno fool, | suspected as such.

ELSI E
You know t hat should you ever air this in public I
shall deny it. |I have many who would rally round to

defend ny character. You on the other hand do not. Your
solitude counts against you. It would be so nmuch easier
to besmrch the good nane of Theodore Marl ow.

THEODORE
Wrry not for | intend never to discuss the matter
beyond toni ght.

El sie claps her hands

ELSI E
Good! | amglad that you can at | east see the sense in
my argunent. | will take what’'s m ne and nore you know.
THEODORE

Have it. Have it all. Tis nothing but trinkets and
furniture, it nmeans nothing to ne. The house too, it
yours. After all It is filled with naught but stale a
and bitter nenories.

is
ir

ELSI E
You nean you are just going to hand it all over to ne
and wal k away? Your fortune... this house...
everyt hi ng?

THEODORE
Yes, it is all that you ever wanted anyway. It was
never ne, it was always what | had.

ELSI E
What of your nane? What of your honour?
THEODORE
Do what you will. You shall either tarnish nmy nane or

you shal |l not.
El sie returns her attention to her neal.
ELSI E
(col dly)

Then | accept your decision. If you would kindly |eave
first thing in the norning.

( CONTI NUED)
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THEODORE
| shall, Bailey - if you would acconpany ne to ny
chanbers we shall make a start now.

Bail ey |l eans close to his master
BAI LEY
(whi speri ng)
Sir, | beg of you, take ne with you. Don’t |eave ne
here to serve her.

Theodor e acknow edges Bail ey’s request.

THEODORE
Bai | ey has requested that he remain with ne.
ELSI E
That’s fine so long as he prefers working for bread and
wat er !
THEODORE
(to Bailey)
Fear not, | have enough set aside for us start a hunble
house, though | cannot pay you what | once did.
BAI LEY
Have no worries sir, If | remain here | will be out on

the street within a week, of that | am certain!

ELSI E
Are you two still here?

THEODCORE
| wish you well Elsie, | amsure you will be happy here
now that | shall no | onger be.
Theodore and Bail ey | eave the stage.

FADE TO BLACK



26.

ACT 1-7

Hal | way - ni ght

There is a knocki ng upon the door. Bail ey answers.

BAI LEY
Yes?

REBECCA
l...well, | came to see if Theodore was at hone?

BAI LEY
And who might | say is calling?

REBECCA
Lady Rebecca Evans.

BAI LEY
Ah - in that case | nust informyou that Sir Marlow is
not in the best of mnds at this tine.

REBECCA
Oh...l do not wish to add to his woes. He requested to
see me and only now have | managed to escape the
attention of ny wetched Fi ance.

BAI LEY
W et ched you say? Do cone in.

Bai | ey wel cones Rebecca into the Hal |l way and
hurries to fetch Theodore.

THEODORE
(surprised)
Rebecca - what are you doi ng here?

REBECCA
| hope my visit shall not cause trouble with your wife?

THEODORE
Wrry not, she is gripped by a wi ne induced slunber. W
shall hear no nore from her tonight.

REBECCA
|’msorry, | feel that | nust apologies. | couldn't get
away before tonight and | feared it was too | ate?

THEODORE
Too late for what?

( CONTI NUED)
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REBECCA
Ever since we danced | have thought of no-one but you.
| feel foolish allowi ng nyself to be swept up by ny
enotions but | know in ny heart that marryi ng Percival
is not what | truly desire.

THEODORE
(smling)
Are you saying that you want to explore this connection
further? I nust warn you that tonight | have left ny
wife and all of ny worldly possessions behind. | have
little to offer but the man | am

REBECCA
That is nore than | would ever need. | thought that |
woul d be afraid | eaving Percival and com ng here, but
in your presence those fears turn to ash. | know not
what the future holds but | want to experience it with
you.

THEODCORE

As do | with you.

Theodore takes Rebecca into his arnms and they
ki ss.

CURTAI N FALLS - END OF ACT ONE



