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RHETORI CAL

TOMm 30s or 40's. Dry nature, rather distant. HE
finds his wi fe, CAROL, naggi ng.

CARCL.: Sanme age as TOM with a simlar dry
and di stant nature.

Setting
A Gl lery Opening
(The nonochrome paintings of Barnard Suri o)

Ti ne
Early Eveni ng, The Present

At Rise: TOM stands before the red painting, his arns slowy
stretch out horizontally, then vertically as if to judge the size
of the red canvas, but we don’t know his feelings about the

pai nting. CAROL approaches with two gl asses of wne, SHE hands
TOM a gl ass. Pause.

CAROL

It’s over, isn't it?
(Pause)

TOM
What ?

CAROL
Just say so if it is.

TOM
Do we have to do this now? Here?

CAROL
Do you think it is?

TOM
Do you think it is?

CAROL
Thi nk about it.

TOM

| don’t want to.



CAROL
Don’t you think you shoul d?

TOM
I want to appreciate the art.
CAROL
Can you?
TOM
If you let ne.
CAROL
I didn't know you liked art.
TOM
I do. | like art alone.
(Pause)
CAROL
If you think it’s over just say so.
TOM
I"11 think about it later. Not now |I’mlooking at the art. |

m ght want to purchase a painting.

CARCL
Are they for sale?

TOM
Wiy woul dn’t they be?

CARCL
Thi s one?

TOM
Maybe.

CARCL
Do you |ike?

TOM
You don’t.

CARCL
Do you?

TOM

Love it.



CARCL
Real | y?
(Pause)
Do you think we’ve been distant?

TOM
I think of one thing at a tine. Wat |I'’mnot thinking about, |I'm
distant until | think about it.

CARCL

Do you think there’s any point in dragging it out? If it’s
over

TOM
| don’t know.
CARCL
How woul d you want it, if it’s over?
TOM
I"’mtrying to understand ... if you d let ne.
CARCL
Us?
TOM
No. Art.
CARCL
I’d like to hear. It mght nake a difference ... as far as it
bei ng over.
TOM
Are you happy?
CARCL
| thought we were tal king about art?
TOM
Are you happy?
CARCL
Are you.
TOM
Are you unhappy?
CAROL

Are you?



TOM
Are you | ooking for sonething different?

CARCL
Do | do things that annoy you?

TOM
That’ s a good questi on.

CARCL
Do I?

TOM
Probably ..

CARCL
Li ke what ?

TOM
Do | annoy you?

CARCL

Maybe we’re thinking about the sane things ...

(Pause. Then)

TOM

Soneone asked why | didn't dress better.
CARCL

Qdd.  Just now?
TOM

| didn’t know what to say.
CARCL

| wouldn't either. Wwo? A friend, soneone we know?
TOM

Not really.
CARCL

Do you think you dress poorly?

TOM
Wiy woul d soneone care about how I dress?

CARCL
| I'ike the way you dress.

TOM

Wiy shoul d sonmeone | hardly know be concerned about how I

dr ess?



CAROL
| couldn’t possibly know.

TOM
It was a key, a catal yst.

CARCL
It made you think?

TOM
Deepl y.

CARCL
About ?

TOM
It happens all the tine.

CARCL
Someone not |iking how you dress?

TOM
No. That’s not what they said. They asked, if | |iked, how
dress.

CARCL
Oh.

TOM
It’s the intent.

CARCL
Whi ch was?

TOM
It’s rhetorical.

CARCL
Real | y?

TOM
You see what | nean?

CARCL
No.

TOM

That wasn’t what they were asking ne.

CARCL
It wasn' t?



TOM
No. They saw sonething of thenselves in nme. | becane the object
of self-dissatisfaction ... there's ...

CARCL
About what ?

TOM
We both ook at this red painting, only you can’t possibly know
how it lets nme feel.

CARCL
No.
TOM
How coul d | understand their self-dissatisfaction?
CARCL
You couldn’t. You're not he. O was it a she?
TOM
Questions are rhetorical. 1It’s a coomentary about oneself.
CARCL
Nar ci ssi stic?
TOM
Peopl e ask rhetorical questions all the tine ...
CARCL
Wth you particularly?
TOM
No. Wth everyone all the tinme ... no one wants an answer.
CARCL

| s she soneone from work?

TOM
You woul dn’t know him It was before I knew you.



