Cast of Characters

Al dous " Absi nt he" Bentl ey
(The Husband) A man in his
md thirties.

Wanda "Shiraz" Bentley (The
Wfe) A wonan in her md
thirties

Lisa "Pinot Noir" Shante (The
Friend) A woman in her late
thirties

Vance "Ml bec" Shante (The

other friend) A man is late
thirties

Scene

Act: 1 Scenes 1-6/Evening at the Shante’s honme, Mdern Day

Ti me

Approx. 40 m nutes



ACT |

Scene 1

LIGHTS UP on a living room sparse
in appearance, a mnimalist dwelling both confortable and
warm On a nice, but weathered couch sits LISA Vance's
wife, and Aldous and his wife of one year, WANDA

VANCE is frantically scribbling a drawi ng on a
board; Lisa, Wanda, and Al dous watch with
exci tenent.

LI SA
( EXCI TED)
A frog, no, wait, a...!

WANDA
(1 NTERRUPTYS)
...some sort of snake-like creature, a swanp thing,
sonet hi ng sliny!

Li sa rai ses her hand excitedly...

LI SA
Gh, oh, | got it!

VANCE
kay, honey, whaddya think it is?

Li sa pauses, places her hand on her chin. Al dous
and Wanda wat ch in suspense.

LI SA
(matter of fact)
It’s a man!
Both nmen | ook at each other, roll their eyes. Lisa
and Wanda sm rk.
VANCE

No, honey, it’s not a nman (beat) It’s a cactus.

LI SA
A cactus, really?

WANDA
A what ?

ALDQOUS
Cact us?

( CONTI NUED)
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LI SA
If that’s the case you need to work on your art skills,
sweetie. | love with all ny heart but, really, | nean,
that | ooks Iike a uh...

ALDQOUS
(interrupts)
Didn’t you go to an art school in York, or was it New
York, or maybe Newark?

LI SA
(to Al dous)
Ch, you nean that one online? Yes, it was NewarKk.
Newar k, Del aware, right sweetie?

WANDA
| thought it was New Hanpshire?

ALDQOUS
No, actually it was New Mexico, right, Vinny?

WANDA
Honey, New Mexico? Really? I'’msure it was...

ALDQOUS
...l know it was sonewhere new...or nmaybe not, ah, |
can’t recall...

WANDA
.1 think soneone had too nany gl asses of w ne
al ready.
ALDQUS
| " m perfectly fine. Wne does nothing to ne. In fact,
|"msure it was...New Zeal and?
WANDA

Are you Kkidding ne right now?

LI SA
Ch this is so much better than pictionary...

VANCE

(annoyed)
...t was the Newark school of art (BEAT) Online, in
New Jersey, and yes, this is a cactus, and |’ m now
going to the kitchen to get nore wine so | can get
conpl etely drunk and nmake nore bad draw ngs and then
realize | wasted noney on an art school that can’t
teach ne to draw a sketch of a gecko...or a gherkin
(BEAT) or a cactus!

Vance wal ks SL toward kitchen, annoyed.

( CONTI NUED)
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LI SA

Sweetie we’'re just teasing you.
ALDQOUS

Oh, | renenber! It was New Jersey!
WANDA

That’s it! No nore wine for ny husband.

As Vance di sappears into the kitchen, glances

foll ow from Wanda and Lisa as they conceal playful
sni ckers. Al dous wal ks SL, follows Vance. Wanda
and Lisa remain in the living room Lisa steps
toward her and sits beside her on the couch.

LI SA
Vance has been really excited about playing this gane
the [ast few days. He | oves when you guys come over.
Sonetinmes if we all don't see each other for a while he
seens to get edgy, alnost |ike he' s going through
wi t hdr awal .

WANDA
Tell nme about it; honestly I'd rather have Al dous a
little on edge then how he’s been |ately. You know,
he’ s been doing this sleep walking thing that really

scares ne. It’'s weird. | wake up, roll over expecting
to see nmy husband, and | instead find nyself
establishing a neaningful relationship with a nound of
fl eece.

LI SA
Strange, Vinny does that sonetinmes too. But it’s funny
t hough (beat) I'ma |ight sleeper. Do you know he wakes
me just by the sound of him peeing in the bathroonf

Wanda makes a face, grins.

WANDA
Hmm ..so you can hear when he pees? Isn’t your bathroom
pretty far from your bedroonf

LI SA
(j oki ng)
Why do you think | married Vinny, for his brains?
WANDA
Love your honesty sonetimes, wish | could be that way.
LI SA
You know ne...Il tell it like it is. Speak on what | see

and never hold back...nmakes things easier. And nore
fun, really.
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WANDA
| need to start being a little nore honest with nyself.

LI SA
Why do you feel that way?

WANDA
Don’t know...guess | need to be |ess inhibited, say
what | feel. Like now, even with all the wine we'’ ve
been drinking I still feel like |I’m not being open,
taking in the nonent and saying things | shoul d.

LI SA
You nmean expressing al oud how you wi sh you coul d hear
Al dous’ urine stream from your bedroonf

WANDA
(Laughs)
No, not that. For instance, | feel like I haven't told
himcertain things about our marriage...things I
expect .
LI SA
Wel |, what do you expect? He’'s a man. You can only

expect so nuch. Expect that he won't talk, share his
feelings, watch football for hours, scratch areas of
his body that shouldn’t be touched w thout surgica
gl oves, | ook at other wonen, be |ate for inportant
functions, leave the toilet seat up-

WANDA
(interrupts)
-Ww, sounds |ike you ve nmastered the art of catal oging

flaws.

LI SA
VWhat |’ve nmastered is the refined art of true, undying
| ove for a man I know has flaws...nothing will change
how | feel. There's a difference.

WANDA
There is? Then what am | doi ng wong? AmI| not as
patient?

LI SA

Not as patient about what?

Wanda pl aces her wine glass on a table, turns
STAGE LEFT, begins pacing the room

WANDA
It’s nothing. |I'’mokay; just thinking too nuch.

( CONTI NUED)
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LI SA
Maybe you need nore w ne.
WANDA
Maybe | nmade a m stake com ng here tonight.
LI SA
(concern)
That isn't something | like to hear.
WANDA
Sorry, cane out the wong way. | nean you and

Vi nny...you both seem happy and confortable |ike-

LI SA
(interrupts)
-Ch, yeah, you do need nore wine. That list of flaws I
gave you is not imaginary. It’'s not always easy...and
it shouldn’t be. That’'s boring...and nmakes coupl es weak
and conpl acent.

Wanda paces toward STAGE LEFT, appears to be in
deep thought...

WANDA
Can | ask you sonet hi ng?
LI SA
(holds bottle in front of face, stares
at | abel)
No, I'"'mnot quite tipsy yet...but surely I’mworking on
it.
WANDA

No, seriously...

LI SA
Nope, never had an affair; and please don't tell ne..

Wanda wal ks STAGE RI GHT, takes her glass fromthe
table, and begins to drink the renmainder of her
W ne.

LI SA
(contd)
...y God, already?

WANDA
Al ready what ?

LI SA
You' re having an affair?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 6.

WANDA
No, no, not at all! Look, | can hear Al dous’ urine
streamtoo, you know? He’s fine in that area.

LI SA
Not psychic by no nmeans but getting a feeling
here...and the affair could be one that’s enotional.

Anyway, | can tell, something is...

WANDA
kay, there’s sonething...but not what you think. Not
that at all. | love ny husband. He just...

Li sa turns, |ooks toward kitchen, then turns back
t o Wanda.

LI SA
(interrupts)
How | ong has this thing been going on?

WANDA
Not hing’s going on! No thing. It’s just (beat) well,
Al dous, he...he just...

LI SA
He’ s cheating on you?
WANDA
No.
LI SA
Bad i n bed?
WANDA
No. He's...
LI SA
Has body odor? It could be his diet...
WANDA
Oh, Lisal
LI SA
...Has an extra toe? Herpes? Wuat, tell nme. Here, have
nore w ne!
WANDA
(whi spers)
No, okay, it’s his. Hs...nmenory! And he’s been sleep
wal ki ng al nost every night. | told you about the
bl anket s.

Li sa now | ooks confused, al nbst | et down.

( CONTI NUED)
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LI SA
You' re kidding ne. That’s it? No,that can’t be-

WANDA
It’s been nearly three nonths. The last tine...| caught
hi m before he wal ked in the nei ghbors garden.

LI SA
That’ s a good thing. Your neighbors are old, right? You
know how t hose ol d peopl e are about their gardens.
(beat) So he’s not cheating?

WANDA
...yeah, it was nore than a good thing. It was a great
thing (beat) because he was naked and weari ng not hing
but a pair of wool slippers. | was so enbarrassed! |
couldn’t believe it!

Wanda stands up, renoves herself fromthe couch
crosses toward STAGE RI GHT and stands next to the
board where Vance’'s feeble artistic effort

remai ns. Wanda stands and follows slowy, staring
at the drawi ng as well.

LI SA
GQuys still wear slippers? So not sexy. My dad wore
slippers. Men are strange, Wanda. But it is why we |ove
them | suppose.

WANDA
(carefully studi es draw ng)
Yeah, | guess so. You know, close up it does | ook like
a cactus.
LI SA
You're either drunk or into abstractions nore than I
t hought .
Li sa approaches the draw ng, both wonmen study it
closely, tilting their heads in unison.
LI SA

Nope, not even a closer |ook changes ny m nd. How coul d
he possibly think that’s a cactus, |et alone think we
woul d agree. ..

Li sa turns away, wal ks STAGE LEFT toward a snal
tabl e and begi ns carefully placing ganme pieces
back in a box.

LI SA
...As far as your marriage the first year’s always
tough for new yweds. You find out about each other, the

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 8.

LI SA (cont’ d)
real stuff, you know? You get confortable, start
doing things you normally wouldn’t have done before
you really knew one another; you say things, stupid
t hi ngs, and expect each other to understand and rel ate
because that’s what you' re supposed to do. Renenber
that’s why you took Al hone, let himneet your famly,
your friends, and pet your kitten...

Li sa pauses, gives Wanda a strange gl ance. ..

LI SA

Oh. My. Cod.
WANDA

|s there something on nmy shirt? | always spill wne...
LI SA

(interrupts)
...l was wondering why you | ooked so good tonight. Your
skin, it does have a certain glow...

Wanda | ooks conf used.

LI SA
(contd)
...and 1’ve been filling you up with that Shiraz Vance
and | bought on the w ne tour.

WANDA
(interrupts)
Ch, no, no, not that. You think I’m pregnant? You
t hought | was. ..

LI SA
You' re not? Oh, well, you..

Wanda saunters toward STAGE LEFT.

WANDA
| just thought being married would be nore
exciting; nowit just seens so...| dunno...like
somet hi ng. .

LI SA
(interrupts, turns toward Kkitchen)
....Horribly, utterly, and fantastically...routine?
(BEAT) Oh, | know...it’s called being married. It’s as
sinple as that.

WANDA
Yeah, routine. Fantastically routine.

( CONTI NUED)
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LI SA
You two...stay away fromthe rut. Vance and | nake it a
point to do something new each week. (beat) | can't
bel i eve you're not pregnant...

WANDA
...can’t even think about having a child right now, and
| would love to nake plans for Al and | to...but neking
dates with Aldous is next to inpossible with his weak
menory. You know, last night | asked himto turn off
all the lights in the house before bed and he forgot
that! The next day he had the nerve to tell ne how he
used to love going to sleep with the |ights on, saying
something like,”it rem nds nme of how ny dad you used to
stay up and play cards and snoke cigars with his
friends and he al ways thought it was so cool to see
grown nen doing fun things and being drunk’ | woke up
in the mddle of the night and our house was bright
li ke the Vegas strip and he was standing in the kitchen
dressed |i ke he was going to worKk!

LI SA
Don’t get too caught up in the downside of marri age.
What you need to do is find the good stuff about A and
put it sonewhere safe in your m nd. Because when you
two get into knock-down drag-out fights you re gonna
want to renenber what it is you | ove about himin the
first place.

WANDA
Love, yeah, well...l don't knowif | can fight with a
man that’ |l forget anything | say in the first place.
If | scream and yell, nake a good point, | dam sure

want himto renmenber what | said.

LI SA
...Vinny and | renenber you gushing about himthe night
you two net on the wine tour in Ithaca.

WANDA
(smles)
Wel |, yeah, that Ithaca wne tour...sure was a good
time. 1'’d like to blanme everything we did that night
all on Red-Cat we drank.
LI SA

(giggles) _
No, blanme it on the Bully Hll. The sweet stuff always

gi
t
does it to ya.

WANDA
(as if unsure)
Yeah, the sweet stuff. Sure does...that pinot noir
rem nds nme of when Aldous and | first net. You know I
( MORE)
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WANDA (cont’ d)
asked himabout it the other day because | wanted to
buy a bottle of it to bring here and he just |ooked at
me like | had sonmething crawling on ny face. He' s been
so weird lately. Does Vance act |ike that when you ask
hi ma question?

Wanda finishes the remai nder of her wine as Lisa
wat ches.

LI SA
|’ mused to oddities with Vance...and frankly | find
his flaws quite endearing. Perfection is...(peers at
Vance’ s drawi ng once nore)l ook, wanting a perfect nan
is fodder for trouble. (beat) |I'’msure everything s
fine. You have the first year jitters. | admt | was
consuned by doubt during nme Vance’ s new chapter.
started focusing on the wong things: he's such a
sports nut and dropped out of college...

WANDA
So you had deal breakers too?

LI SA
Honey those are not deal breakers. Deal breakers are
the follow ng: children you don’'t know he has to
anot her woman, i nsurnountabl e debt, undi scl osed,
i ncur abl e di seases, frequent sexting wth younger
wonen, affairs, nmultiple ones, a long rap sheet...

WANDA
(interrupts)
So you think I"moverreacting? | guess you m ght be
right; | don’t think he’s unfaithful...though it has
crossed nmy mnd on occasion there nmay be sonething or
someone nore exciting occupying his thoughts.

LI SA
When you’re no |l onger reacting...then you should worry.
(beat) Ckay, gotta ask... How s your sex life? You're
not pregnant so...Mre w ne?

WANDA
Oh, should I be? AmI ruining the order of things? Oh,
goodness, can | just have the whole bottle?

The wonen both stare at each other...and break out
in laughter.

LI SA
Take this one slow, it’s a sixty nine Ml bec from
Cahors, France. Wne |ike this needs to breathe, take
inthe air. Drink it too fast and you nmay m ss the
essence, know what | nean?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 11.

WANDA
| guess. Yeah, breathe...essence.

LI GHTS FADE on Wanda and Li sa STAGE Rl GHT
SCENE 2

LI GHTS UP, a kitchen is reveal ed.
It is nobdest and cl ean; saturated by soft ambient light. |
the center is a snall table. Nothing npjor. Nearby there
counter that runs toward a sink and small stove.

n
S

St andi ng STAGE LEFT, Al dous and Vance as Vance
pours two gl asses of red wine. After handing

Al dous his drink, Vance begins the conversation.

Al dous, appearing distracted, stares vacantly DOM
CENTER STAGE whil e hol ding his gl ass.

VANCE
(slight chuckle)
... Perhaps art school wasn't the best idea. A cactus,
real | y? (BEAT) You know when we first net Lisa |oved

that 1| was a dreaner. | was fresh out of art school,
had that | want to live in the big city kinda drive,
not hing could stop ne, nothing! I was an animal! Life

was good. W had tiger-like energy man, were al ways
i nto sonething..

...listening intently, Aldous begins to chug his
w ne. Vance watches, concerned. Approaches..

VANCE
(contd)
...whoa, easy there Fitzgerald, that there’s a sippin
drink...an eighty nine Cab Sauvi gnon.

ALDQOUS
Sorry, sonetines | don't realize |I’mdrinking so fast.
Have | always been like this? Can’t renmenber. Last tinme
| drank was...

VANCE
Sure hope you haven't been drinking Iike you ve been
drinking tonight. Seriously, a man that drinks |ike

that is a (beat)Hold on...is there sonething we-
ALDQOUS
(interrupts)
-No, no, nothing, well, I don't know. 1’ve been
rather...It’s hard to explain. You ever feel |ike
you're living a dream..like lately |I’'ve been wal ki ng

around and doing things | wouldn’t normally do. Just
| ast week | was driving to work and realized | didn’t

( MORE)
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ALDOUS (cont’ d)
absorb anything fromthe previous day. It’s like I'm
thirsty for sonething and everything in nmy life is...

VANCE
(j oki ngly)
Try water...ginkgo root...eat lots of fish. Good for
t he brain.

Al dous grins, |ooks at his glass. Vance gives way
to a warmsmle. A dous places his glass on the
counter, crosses STAGE LEFT. Vance paces DOMW
CENTER, and has a | ook on his face as though
reflecting on a nenory.

ALDQOUS
Do you renenber your wedding day?

VANCE
Yeah, who doesn’t? Mne was quite sone tinme ago (beat)

but yes, | recall certain things. Wy do you want to
know?

ALDQOUS
What parts do you renenber? | seemto have forgotten
mne. |Is that strange? Seens so long ago and it’s only
been one year. Is it supposed to feel this way?

VANCE
Not really, like you said, one year. That cloud marked
W th that nunber nine should still be a little puffy at
this juncture.

ALDQOUS
So what do you renenber?

VANCE
My weddi ng day nenories are attached to weird things,
some you nmay want to hear about, others, well, let’s
just say you won’t be hearing about those things on the
fam |y channel anytinme soon. | nean, once Lisa get’'s a
few sips...(looks as if he’'s reflecting on a fond
menory, smles)...But, | will tell you..

Vance begins to wal k STAGE LEFT, a gingerly pace
as he sips his w ne.

VANCE
(contd)
... wWhenever | hear certain songs or hear the electric
slide, or see yellow cake, or snell certain perfunes.
And each tine Lisa gets dressed up-which is all the
time it seens-when we go out. She al ways | ooks the sane

( MORE)
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VANCE (cont’ d)
way she did on our wedding day. And believe it or not
that excitenent comes back as corny as it may-

ALDQOUS
(interrupts)
-People still do the electric slide?
VANCE
Yes, that unfortunate staple of inpending nmatrinony
still occurs at weddi ngs.
ALDQUS

Is it bad that | don’'t renenber things? Am| crazy? O
maybe |’ m sick; early stage Al zheiner’s, yeah,

wel |, maybe | have sonething going on in ny brain. |
get lost in ny head, wonder if I'mstill alive and that
maybe |’ mactually dead and watching ny life as it
unfolds in front of ne. Maybe I'm..

VANCE
(interrupts)

You' re just not being yourself. Not sleeping well, not
eating right, not exercising, drinking way too nuch red
wne. Try white wines |ike Sem || on, Chardonnay,
Sauvi gnon Blanc. It may be the tannin in the red.
(beat) (comes across a thought) And |’ msure | just
described nmy own life...

ALDQOUS
(interrupts)
-O maybe I'm well, could it be, no, never mnd..
Vance turns toward Al dous, stares long and hard at
hi m
VANCE

Maybe what? Bored al ready? Look, Al, enjoy the ride now
because soon the oil on the machinery loses its
viscosity if you get what I’msayin. You re in |ove,
right? Stay there as long as you can. Trust ne. Not
being there is one of life's great tragedies.

ALDQOUS
But could it be I’mnot in love with ny wife? | al ways
forget things we do together, stuff she says, things
she wears. Monents...

Vance, surprised at hearing this, places his drink
on the counter.

( CONTI NUED)
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VANCE
Whoa, no wonder you swal |l owed your drink so fast!

ALDQOUS
Can | have anot her gl ass?

VANCE
Absol utely...Not! In fact, you may want to stop
drinking. You sound |Iike you need to. Are you serious?
Real |y, asking ne if you |ove Wanda is like...it’s
like...well, it’s just silly! It’s as silly as...a
bottle of Merlot! (beat) | renmenber how you guys were
the first tine you set eyes on each other. Renenber the
Fi nger Lakes? Ithaca? | renmenber thinking...nowthat’s
how | wish | wuld ve net Lisa. | wish | would ve seen
her across a crowded room holding a glass of dark,
rich, well-aged Mal bec. A good year too, like sixty
five. Smooth and subtle, straight froma winery in
France. (beat) | have to be honest when | say you two
are our vicarious dream The way things should be,
traditional

Vance wal ks toward STAGE RI GHT, heads directly to
the counter and grabs the wine bottle and pours

hi msel f a gl ass. He | ooks nervous, unconfortable
Wth this new revel ation. He drinks the glass of
wi ne in one swallow Al dous watches, makes a face.

ALDQUS
Si ppi n drink, huh? Anyway, thanks for listening. | nean
|’ mpretty sure when you invited us over you didn’t
think a gane of pictionary would turn into-

VANCE
-confession? No, not at all. (beat) So, you're really
not in love with Wanda or are you just having the one
year itch?

Vance grabs the wine bottle fromcounter, wal ks
toward Al dous STAGE LEFT, wine in hand, bottle in
the other. He pours hinself another full glass.

ALDQOUS
One year? | thought it was five, no eight, hold on,
three? Oh, yes, it’s seven. How do | know t hat?

VANCE
(rai ses gl ass)
Not sure if this is appropriate to say after hearing
such a thing or while drinking such perfection as
this...but here it goes: bottons up.

Vance swallows his drink with a furious gulp.

( CONTI NUED)
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ALDQOUS
You seemto be taking this very well, Vin. So in your
case how s about 'down the hatch.’ That sounds better,
right? A clear reference to binge drinking, or is
it...? Can’t renenber.|l think nmy father in-law says
that. Or is it my uncle, no, maybe ny dad said it a few
times. O was it nmy sister? She was a heavy drinker.
No, or was it... ah, forget it, can't renenber...

LI GHTS FADE STAGE LEFT on Vance and Al dous.

Scene 3
LI GHTS UP on Wanda and Lisa STAGE
Rl GHT.
Lisa is clearing a small table while Wanda wat ches
with her wine glass clutched within her hand. Lisa
appears nervous, Wanda as though she is trying to
di stract herself.
LI SA

(studyi ng roomn
So, does it feel like the worse part has cone a little
sooner than you wanted?

WANDA
| love Aldous but I'mnot sure if he's (beat) | wonder
if he’s in the nonent with sonetinmes. It just seens
i ke he’s never there, and | feel alone.

LI SA
Yeah, nmen are usually to thensel ves unl ess they want
sex or food. | hope he remenbers your anniversary.
Wanda smles, noves fromthe couch, wal ks DOMAN
CENTER and | ooks out over the room as though
reflecting on a nonment. Lisa stays busy tidying,
albeit with an intent ear.
WANDA

So what was your weddi ng day |ike?

Li sa stops what she’s doing, stares at Wanda, as
t hough she is uneasy with hearing such a question.

LI SA
Li ke all weddi ng days, | guess. (beat) Beautiful.
Everything, | mean there just seened to be nothing out
of place. It was as close to perfection as anything I
had ever seen before (beat) Well, that is until | saw

Vance' s attenpt to dance.
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WANDA
| remenber every detail. How Al dous | ooked. He was so
handsonme and | had never seen himdressed up before.
( BEAT) Everything was...perfect. Now |l only see him at
ni ght when he cones hone after work, and he al ways has
this ook on his face...|li ke sonmeone stol e sonething
fromhim Like, sonething fromhis life.

LI SA
Men, fickle about their freedom but they seemto never
really want it until sonmeone’s in their life. Wird
thing. I see Vance | ess now than before we got narri ed.

Li sa places her collected itens aside, wal ks STAGE
Rl GHT toward WAnda

LI SA
Are you having-?

WANDA
-Second thoughts? No, I'"mactually, believe it or not,
in the mdst of ny third, fourth, well, fifth thoughts,
really. 1’ mthinking..

Li sa makes a face as if concerned.

LI SA
(saddened)
You' re thinking of....Wiat? Don't tell nme you want out
al ready. You two al ways | ook so happy together.

WANDA
It’s how we’re supposed to look, right? It’s what
everyone el se does. People hide how they feel npst
times. That’s what | nmeant about being honest with
nmyself. | need to cone to sone type of reality here,
you know?

LI SA
Not everyone hides it. And it’s a shane too. People
that say they | ove each other and want to spend their
lives together...you should see our neighbors. It’'s
clear they hate each other, and they’ ve |asted over a
decade. You know I even invited them tonight but they
never showed. Now that’s what | call unhappi ness, when
two people can’t even fake it anynore and don’t want to
be around ot her people. You just have to sit down and
have a long talk with Aldous. It’Il all be ok. You know
what they say...

WANDA
| can’t talk to himwhen I’mnot sure if he'll renmenber
anything | have to say. Really, | don’t know when he’s
( MORE)
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WANDA (cont’ d)
awake or sleep. | think | married a zonbie, it’'s just
not how | imagi ned things between us.

Li sa noves in closer to Wanda, places a hand on
Wanda’' s shoul der.

LI SA
| think you married the man you | ove, and you nmade a
prom se. So stop worrying and hel p nme take these dishes
in the kitchen. It'Il be fine. I"msure of one
thing...That Al dous |oves you very much. He’s just a
littl e absent-m nded.

WANDA
| know he | oves ne. (beat) But |’ m wondering how
feel.

Li sa appears worri ed.
BLACK OUT
Scene 4

LI GHTS UP. CENTER STAGE, Al dous,
still holding his glass in his hand, continues trying to
renenber his thought. Vance approaches from STAGE LEFT,
wal ks toward CENTER STAGE and stands directly in front of
Al dous.

VANCE
...S0 let ne get this straight, you' re absolutely sure
you think you' re not in |ove with Wanda? How coul d you
not be in love with her? She’s an amazi ng wonman! And
besides it may be too late in the gane to realize
sonet hi ng that najor

ALDQOUS
| keep asking nyself the sanme question. Each night,
before bed, | tell nyself the next day I'Il feel the
sane, but then | wake up and can’t renenber anyt hi ng!
Do you think I drank too nuch cheap beer when we were
in college and it has saturated and danpened ny ability
to renenber things clearly?

Li ke he has cone across and i dea, Vance nmakes a
f ace.

VANCE
That's brilliant!
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ALDOUS
Brilliant?

VANCE
You get a clean slate each day! That’s not falling out
of love, that’'s what | would coin as pure geni us!
Besides I'mthinking it may have been our blind,
m sgui ded sexual appetites that clouded our m nds a
little. Remenber what we did at that Arrested
Devel opnent concert? That bordered sonething ill egal!

ALDQUS
W went to a concert? Hold on, no, it was a Tri be
Call ed Quest, no, RUN D.MC No, wait, Frankie Beverly

and Maze... Forget it! Anyway, nenories, good one’s,
that’'s what seals cracks in a marriage foundation,
right?

VANCE

No, Al. That's what sex is for. Renenber that?

A hesitant grin from Al dous as he crosses toward

STAGE RI GHT.
ALDQOUS
A clean slate, huh? Well it seens to be ny slate that
get’s cl eaned...Wanda on the other hand doesn’t get a
new slate at all. | feel like I’mmstreating her. How

can | possibly be in love with her when | al ways forget
our special nmonments? Do you think it's fair for nme to
keep doing this to her?

VANCE
You know there are renedies out there to help you with
remenberi ng things.

ALDQOUS
Drugs can’t solve this problem This requires soul
searchi ng. Sonet hi ng deeper. ..

VANCE
...But that’s sonething you do before you pop the
gquestion, sonething you do alone, on a nountain
somewhere in the Appal achi ans, sonething you do when
you' re stuck in a tent due to dangerous thunder storm
and you di scover a poisonous snhake is two feet away
fromyour face and it is dark and raining and your life
fl ashes before you-

ALDQUS

(interrupts)
Wait, where have | heard that same story?
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(beat)

VANCE
(as i f found out)
Uh, umm never mnd that, what I'’mgetting at is-

ALDQUS
-Yeah, | know. | should have thought about ny deci sion
before I nmade the commtnent. | get it. But at the tine
| had done the digging deep part that all guys do. At
| east | thought | did. Maybe | didn't. Hey, wait, |
think I did. No, that was sone guy on Qprah, or Maury
Povi ch. (an aside) He found out he wasn't the father of
sone girls child...wanted to stick around anyway
because he I oved her...Ah, forget it! Can’'t renenber...

Bl ack out.
Scene 5

Li ghts up Vance wal ks into the
living roomand begins to study his cactus drawi ng. He
sm |l es, shakes his head. From STAGE LEFT Lisa enters and
wat ches Vance for a few seconds, her eyes filled with
adm ration before she approaches himfrom behi nd.

LI SA
It’s not going to change its shape.
Vance, startled, turns...
VANCE
Hey, where’'s...?
LI SA
Oh, Wanda, she snuck outside to snoke a cigarette.
VANCE
She snokes?
LI SA
Si nce hi gh school .
VANCE
Does Al dous know this?
LI SA
A better question is...would he renenber?

(beat)

Vance and Lisa |augh, nove in closer to one
anot her, enbrace.
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