
THE BEACH
HOUSE
 by Tim Brown 

Copyright © October 2021
Tim Brown and Off The
Wall Play Publishers

https://
offthewallplays.com  

This script is provided
for reading purposes

only. Professionals and
amateurs are hereby
advised that it is

subject to royalty. It is
fully protected under the
laws of the United States
of America, the British
Empire, including the
Dominion of Canada, and
all other countries of
the Copyright Union. All
rights, including but not
limited to professional,
amateur, film, radio, and

all other media
(including use on the
worldwide web) and the
rights of translation
into foreign languages
are strictly reserved;
and any unauthorized use

of the material may
subject the user to any
and all applicable civil
and criminal penalties.
For any information about
royalties or to apply for
a performance license

please click the
following link:

 https://offthewallplays.com/royalties-and-licensing-of-
plays-sold-by-off-the-wall-plays 

https://offthewallplays.com/
https://offthewallplays.com/
https://offthewallplays.com/royalties-and-licensing-of-plays-sold-by-off-the-wall-plays
https://offthewallplays.com/royalties-and-licensing-of-plays-sold-by-off-the-wall-plays


The Beach House

Cast

John Collins, Dad - The head of the family. He's 67, re-
tired, and not in the greatest health. He hasn't done much 
since his wife died four years ago. He spends most of his 
days in his recliner looking at the birds at his feeder, his
front yard, and the water.
 
Jake Collins - He is the only son, the middle child. He's 
35, works in the office of a local lumber yard. He's single 
and spends much of his spare time enjoying his house and 
helping his dad.

Janet Ryan - The firstborn, 42. She left home to become a 
lawyer and rarely returned after mom died. She lives upstate
NY with her husband, an organic farmer she met in college. 
They have no children.
 
Julie Collins - The youngest, 33, and daddy's little girl. 
Free-spirited, she studied Art in Europe and has hopes of 
becoming a well-known painter. Hasn't been too successful. 
Currently is waiting tables in NYC, living in a YWCA.

Carol Harder - 32. Her family rented the house next door one
summer. She met Jake, fell in love, and decided to stay.

Ray Fitzpatrick - 33. He showed some potential in high 
school, but it's been downhill since then. Spent some time 
in jail for drunk and disorderly and assault. Currently on 
parole. He's married with two boys.

Jean Collins, Mom - 46. She the real head of the family.  
She worked hard to become a public-school administrator. She
works just as hard on her house and children.

Setting

Laurel, New York. The family room of The 
Beach House. The house was built in the 
1930s. For years it was the summer home of a 
rich Floridian. In 1960 the Collins bought it
with money left to the mother. They have 
lived there ever since. The family room was 
an addition. It has a "million dollar" view 
overlooking Great Peconic Bay.

Time

1979, 1996, 2001
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ACT I Scene 1
[The room is large and open. 
Upstage center is a long narrow 
table that for years served as a 
buffet table. There are chairs at 
each end. On the right is a twelve-
foot-long fireplace. The hearth is 
raised off the floor which provides
a sitting area in front of it for 
the whole length. There's some 
photos, a few "beach" signs, and a 
Revolutionary War musket on the 
mantle. Upstage right is an 
entrance from the kitchen. Center 
stage are two chairs and a small 
couch that face the fireplace 
arranged around a large round 
table. Center left is a sliding 
glass door leading out to the deck.
Downstage left is Dad's reclining 
chair facing the out overlooking 
the bay. Downright is the liquor 
cabinet and TV/stereo.]

[April 1996 - The Sunday Newsday 
and all its sections are scattered 
on the table along with some dishes
and plates from last night. Dad is 
sitting in his chair attempting to 
do the Jumble puzzle. He cuts them 
out of the paper and keeps them on 
a little clipboard. He's had some 
health issues lately, but nothing 
serious. His son, Jake enters with 
his coffee.]

JAKE

Here's your coffee Dad.

DAD

Thanks. I can't finish this. Want to try?

[He holds up the puzzle. Jake takes a 
quick look.]

JAKE

Last word is angst.
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[Gives the puzzle back to Dad. Starts to
straighten up the table.]

DAD

Angst? That's a word?

JAKE

It's a word, Dad.

DAD

What's it mean.

[Jake thinks for a second.] 

JAKE

Worry. But serious worry.

DAD

How do you spell it?

JAKE

A N G S T.

DAD

I got some angst.

JAKE

Do you really? What are worried about?

DAD

The future.

JAKE

That's deep Dad.

DAD

I'm a deep kind of guy.

JAKE

Oh, come on. What do you have to be worried about?

DAD

You. Your sisters.

[pause]

This house.
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JAKE

We're all doing okay.

DAD

I'd like to see my children do better than okay. I'd 
like to see you and Julie married.

JAKE

Have to find me a girlfriend first.

DAD

And I'd like to have some grandkids to spoil.

JAKE

Anything else.

DAD

I'd like you to finish this damn puzzle. 

JAKE

No more time for games Dad. Remember Janet's coming 
this morning.

[He finishes putting the Sunday paper 
back together.]

DAD

I know she's coming. What about Julie?

JAKE

She called yesterday. Julie too.

[He finishes straightening up. Grabs the
dishes left on the table.]

JAKE

You good?

[Dad gives him the thumbs up, takes a 
long sip of coffee and looks out the 
window.]

DAD

Feeder needs to be filled.

JAKE

I'll get to it .....
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[Before he can finish the sisters are 
heard offstage.]

JANET

[offstage]

Hello.

[They enter through the sliding doors, 
put down their bags and cross over to 
Dad.]

[Janet is first in the room. She's above
average height, slender with hair neatly
tied back. Julie follows her.  She's 
nine years younger, a little shorter 
with medium length hair.]

JANET

Hi Dad.

[She kisses him on the cheek. Julie does
the same.]

JULIE

Hey Pops.

DAD

My girls.

JANET

Little brother.

[The girls greets their brother.]

JAKE

Big sister.

[They hug. Julie comes over.]

JULIE

Hey Jakie.

JAKE

Jules. Good to see you guys.

JANET

You're looking, good Dad.
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DAD

I'm okay. How was the ferry?

JANET

Cold, but not many people. 

JAKE

Suppose to warm up tomorrow.

JULIE

Sure hope so.

DAD

And how's my baby girl?

JULIE

I'm good Dad.

DAD

You have to rent a car? I'll pay you...

JULIE

Took the train and bus, Dad. We arranged it and Janet
picked me up in Jamesport. 

[Dad gets a twenty from his pocket.]

DAD

Julie, here.

JULIE

You don't have to...

DAD

Train fare.

[She takes it.]

JULIE

Thanks Pop.

JAKE

You guys hungry? Can I make you a sandwich? Some 
eggs?
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JULIE

I could use a drink?

DAD

Before noon?

JULIE

How about a Bloody Mary. I could make us some Jan...

JANET

Let's wait to after.

JAKE

After what?

JANET

You didn't tell him why we're here?

[Dad doesn't answer.]

JAKE

Tell me what? Dad?

DAD

Listen to your sisters.

JAKE

What's going on? Somebody tell me what's going on.

JULIE

Relax big brother it's good news. Dad was supposed to
tell you the reason for our visit. We have to have a 
family business meeting to go over and some papers 
you’ll need to sign.

[Pause. Jake looks around at everyone.]

JAKE

Business meeting? What papers?

JANET

Might as well get it over with.

[She gets her briefcase.]

Have a seat Jake. You too Julie.
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[Jake and Julie sit down. Dad stays in 
his chair. She moves to the table and 
sits between them.] 

JANET

Dad had me draw up some papers that we have to go 
over and sign.

JAKE

What kind of papers? Dad?!

DAD

It's about the house. The future. Let your sister 
explain.

JANET

May I?

JAKE

Please.

[Janet gets three copies of the     
documents and passes them out.]

JANET

I won't bore you with the legalese. You can look it 
over or have your lawyer look it over.

JAKE

I don't have a lawyer.

JANET

What about cousin Billy?

JAKE

Last time I asked him for "advice" he billed me.

JANET

Sounds like Billy. I'll explain it but read it over 
later and let me know if you have any concerns. Okay?

JAKE

Okay.

JULIE

Go ahead Jan.

8



JANET

Dad contacted me last year after he got out of the 
hospital. He was worried about what would happen if 
he didn't get out next time. 

JAKE

Next time?

JANET

If Jake. He was worried about what would happen if he
didn't recover and he needed long term care.  His 
insurance won't cover all his expenses. He was 
worried that he couldn't afford the care and that he 
would have to sell the house.

JAKE

What are you talking about! No one's selling the 
house. Dad's, Dad's not sick. 

DAD

Let Janet finish Jake.

[Jake looks at his father.] 

JANET

Jake think about the future, ten, twenty years from 
now. If Dad gets really sick the only asset, his only
money is in the house. After his insurance runs out 
they'll go after it. He'll lose the house. Everything
Mom and Dad worked for will be gone.

[pause]

 We'll lose the house.  

JULIE

Jakey, No one is selling the house. No one. Dad's 
planning for the future. Our future. Okay?

JAKE

I'm listening.

JANET

In front of you is a trust. Dad had me put the house 
in our names. If anything happens to him, they can't 
go after the house. He doesn't own it.
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JAKE

If he doesn't own it who does?

JANET

The trust.

JAKE

The trust? What about the mortgage? Who's going to 
pay the mortgage? I can't afford ...

JANET

Dad will continue to pay the mortgage as rent. I ran 
all the figures, and his retirement can cover most of
his living expenses. There's a page in the back with 
all the projected expenses. If something unexpected 
comes up, if he needs some money we can take out a 
second mortgage.

[Jake looks at her.]

It won't be a lot. Fifty grand or so.

JAKE

What happens when Dad ...When he dies.

JULIE

[smiles]

Then we, big brother get the house.

[Dad looks over at her.]

JANET

And we'll have to decide what to do with it.

JAKE

Do with it?

JANET 

Buy it from the trust or sell it.

JAKE

Janet, we can't sell the house! It's Mom's and Dad's 
legacy. It's crazy to even consider it. We grew up 
here. Look at this view! Where can you get a million-
dollar view like that?
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[He gets up moves to the window and 
points out to the bay. The sisters 
follow him.]

JANET

That's the point, Jake. I can't afford it. Even if I 
could I'm not sure I would want to buy it.

JAKE

Are you serious! It’s waterfront property on Long 
Island! A clean white sand beach…

 JULIE

Relax Jake. Jesus you always overreact. We're not 
selling the house. We are just making plans for the 
future. When the time comes we'll have to sit down 
and figure out what to do.

DAD

It's what I want Jake.

JAKE

You sure?

DAD

I'm sure. It's what your mother would have wanted.

[Jake thinks about it for a few 
seconds.]

JAKE

Okay, Dad. If it’s what you want. It's your house.

JANET

It's our house.

[Julie crosses over to the liquor   
cabinet.]

JULIE

That wasn't too bad. I need a shot. Anyone want a 
Jameson?

Blackout.
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Scene 2

[April 2001 - Five years have 
passed. The house is the same 
except Dad's chair has been 
replaced. Jake is sitting at the 
table looking over Saturday's 
newspaper.]

CAROL

[offstage]

Morning Grandpa! How did you sleep last night?

[No answer.]

That's nice. Can I get you anything? Not now? I'll 
check back later.

[Carol enters the room. She's been 
living with Jake for the past two years.
She rented a cottage on the block, met 
Jake, fell in love, and decided to 
stay.]

JAKE

You don't have to do that.

CAROL

I don't mind.

JAKE

He can't hear you.

CAROL

No fooling? 

[She stares at him.]

What's with you today?

JAKE

I don't know. 

CAROL

Liar.
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JAKE

I'm lying? If you think you know, please tell me.

CAROL

I think you're worried about what we talked about 
last night.

[pause]

JAKE

When did you get so smart?

[She crosses to him and kisses him.]

CAROL

Don't worry so much. If, or when, it happens, we'll 
deal with it.

[They kiss. Janet and Julie appear at 
the double door. Jake notices and 
freezes.]

JAKE

Holy shit!

[The sisters enter]. 

JANET, JULIE

Surprise!!!

[There's an awkward silence as Jake 
thinks about what to say.]

JAKE

Hi...

JULIE

That's all you have to say. Give me a hug.

[She crosses to him quickly with open 
arms. She gives him a hug. He's still a 
little shocked at their unexpected 
arrival. Janet follows and also hugs 
Jake.]

JULIE

Missed you Jakey.
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JANET 

Good to see you.

[They both look at Carol.]

So aren't you going to introduce us?

JAKE

Sorry, I'm a little... Um... this is Carol. My    
sisters Julie and Janet.

JULIE

We're only playing with you. We know all about you. 
Jake wrote us his new roommate and I couldn't be 
happier you're together.

CAROL

Thanks. He's told me all about you too. Both of you.

JANET

Everything!?

[Carol looks at her.]

JANET

Just kidding. Nice to finally meet you.

[Pause. She notices Dad's chair is 
gone.]

How's Dad?

JAKE

Sleeping. He's sleeping. I'll get him up in...

[Julie heads out of the room to Dad's 
old bedroom.]

JULIE [OFF STAGE}

Time to wake up sleepy head. Your baby girl...

[She reappears.]

Where's Dad?

[Jake doesn't know what to say.] 

CAROL

[blurts out]

He's in the front room.
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[Jake looks at her. Julie starts out.]

CAROL

But you can't see him. The room's locked.

[Julie stops.]

JULIE

Locked? What for?

JAKE

For his, his, protection. He gets up at night.   
Sleepwalks.

JULIE

When did that start?

JAKE

A month or so ago.

JULIE

I'm just going to peek...

CAROL

Can't go near him. He's contagious. Some sort of bug.

JANET

Bug?

JAKE

[Picks up on the story.]

It's really serious. The doctor wanted to send him to
the hospital, but Dad wouldn't go for it. There's a, 
a nurse that comes in every few days to check on him.

JULIE

You should have called us. 

JAKE

I thought it was just a cold. But it got worse. They 
wanted to quarantine us, but we talked him out of it.
We got some shots so we can take care of him. The 
doctor said maybe he can have visitors in a couple of
days or so...

JULIE

Days!? Well, that sucks.
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[She heads back into the room and sits.]

How's he been?

[They all look at her.]

JULIE

I mean before this, this new thing.

JAKE

Well you know. It's been tough. He doesn't talk much 
after the stroke.

JANET

Sorry I couldn't have been there for you.

JAKE

No, no I understand. You don't have to apologize. I, 
we, Carol, and I, handled it.

JULIE

I just moved out to the west coast and ...

JAKE

It's okay Jules.

CAROL AND JAKE

We handled it.

[They intensely look at the sisters.]

JANET

What's going on here?

JAKE

Going on? I don't know what you mean.

JANET

Something's different. Don't you see it Julie?

[She doesn't.]

JULIE

I'm not sure.

JANET

It's crystal clear.
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It is...

JAKE

I can explain Janet.

JANET 

No need. It's obvious.

JANET

[to Julie]

I think our brother here is in love.

[Jake and Carol can breathe again.]

CAROL

We, we ...

JAKE

Are totally heads over heels

TOGETHER

In love.

[Julie looks at them all smiles.]

JULIE

Isn't that cute? They finish each other’s sentences.

[She crosses to the liquor cabinet.]

JANET

How did you guys meet?

JAKE

She rented the Boyle’s house three summers ago.

[Julie has found what she wants in the 
liquor cabinet and holds up a bottle of 
Irish whiskey.]

JULIE

Anyone want a drink?

JANET

It's still the morning.
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A drink to Jake and Carol. Come on Jan one won't kill
you.

JANET

I can't.

JULIE

Oh, come on. One drink!

JANET

You know I can't. Just drop it!

JAKE

What's up Jan?

JANET

[to Julie]

You got a big mouth.

[Jake is waiting for a response.]

JAKE

Jan?

JANET

Jake the reason I couldn't come and help you with Dad
after his stroke was I was in rehab.

[pause]

I'm an alcoholic.

JULIE

So am I!

JANET

So not funny Julie.

JAKE

What happened?

JANET

The usual sob story. Successful lawyer's marriage 
fails, divorce follows, move out of the house, lose 
the job, blah, blah, blah.
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Blah.

JAKE

You wrote to me about Ted. Too bad it didn't work out
for him in England. Too bad for you both.

JANET

He couldn't find work and started to drink. I tried 
to help him and became his drinking buddy.

[She starts to get a little emotional. 
Jake puts his hand on her shoulder.]

It got out of control. Quickly. It was party time all
the time. Before long I got fired. Ted was able to 
stop drinking, I wasn't. He tried to get me help, 
stayed with me for a while. I was out of control. He 
decided he didn't want to be married to a drunk 
anymore and left me as soon as we returned to the 
States.

[Julie starts pouring drinks.]

JANET

I'm okay now. Really it's okay. I can do anything I 
want to except drink.

JULIE

And pay the rent.

[There's silence.]

JANET

[under her breath]

Shut up Julie!

JULIE

He's going to find out.

JAKE

Find out what?!

[Julie gives a drink to Carol and puts 
one on the table for Jake.]

JULIE

We're broke.
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JULIE

I told you he would understand.

JAKE

How could you let that happen?

JANET

I didn't let it or want it to happen Jake, but it 
did. My marriage was over, I lost my job. The move 
back to the states left me with almost nothing.

JAKE

You can still practice law. 

JANET

I'm not ready to go back to work. I need to rest. To 
dry out some more. I tried going back to work but 
relapsed a year ago. I just sobered up again last 
fall. I can't work. I need to figure out what I want 
to do with the rest of my life.

[pause]

Look Jake I hardly had enough to cover the tolls and 
gas to get here. I don't have any money.

JULIE

Homeless too. Don't forget that.

JANET

Julie's homeless.

[Julie stares at her. Janet pauses. She 
hates to admit it.]

I am too.

JAKE

I can loan you some ...

JANET 

We didn't come for a loan. We've come to move back in
with Dad. With you. Just until we get back on our 
feet.
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JULIE

We've come home!

[She drinks. Jake and Carol look at each
other stunned.]

Blackout

Scene 3

[Two hours later. Janet and Carol are 
sitting looking at one of the many 
family photo albums that Dad kept. 
Julie, feeling the effect of too many 
drinks, too early and on an empty 
stomach, is napping in a chair next to 
them.]

JANET

That's Wimpy. A friend of Jake's gave him to us. We 
didn't think our folks would let us keep him, but 
they did.

CAROL

Good looking dog.

JANET 

Sheppard Collie mix. Didn't like me too much but was 
crazy about Jake. We used to go skiing out about a 
mile offshore and if Jake was in the boat she'd try 
to swim out to us.

CAROL

You're kidding.

JANET

Had to rescue him numerous times.

[Carol looks at another photo.]

That's one of my favorites. Mom must have been around
my age. So beautiful...

[Jake enters. He has an oxygen mask   on
and rubber gloves.]
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JAKE

I put you guys in...

[Carol indicates the mask. He realizes 
it's on and takes it off.]

Oh right. Put you guys in the front bedrooms       
upstairs. Your old rooms.

JANET

What's with the get-up.

JAKE

Looked in on Dad. Can't be too careful.

JULIE

[waking up]

How is he?

JAKE

He's okay. The meds keep him sleeping most of the 
day.

JULIE

I'd like to see him.

JAKE

You will. you will. I'll call his doctor tomorrow. 
See what he says.

JULIE

How long has he been quarantined?

JAKE

For at least, I don't know, maybe a month or so...

CAROL

It's been a little more than a month.

JANET

I can't believe you didn't you call us.

JAKE

I did. Or thought I did. Could have sworn I left you 
a message. Both of you.
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JULIE

Never got it.

JAKE

I'm sorry. 

CAROL

Jake can be forgetful at times.

JULIE

You don't have to tell us. 

[pause]

JANET

Remember Jake's eighteenth birthday?

JULIE

Unforgettable.

CAROL

What happened?

JULIE

Mom planned a huge party with all the cousins, aunts,
and uncles. Tons of food, London broil, corn on the 
cob, clams on the half shell. It was a huge party 
with all of Jake's favorites.

JANET

Don't forget the strawberry shortcake.

JULIE

How could I. We spent hours picking them.

JAKE

You don't have to do this.

JULIE

She'll love it. So anyway the party is going on, but 
it's getting late, and the birthday boy is nowhere to
be seen... 

JAKE

Jules.
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JULIE 

[ignores him]

...the cousins were getting crazy, the adults were 
drinking too much, arguing about the Yankees and 
Mets. Mom finally gave in, and we had dinner.

JANET

Jake forgot to come home for his eighteenth birthday 
party.

JAKE

I came home.

JULIE

You were three hours late. Dinner was over. The 
cousins all had left.

JAKE

 [to Carol]

I was surfing. The waves were good.

JULIE

What was the word he liked?

JANET

Word?

JULIE

Oh I know, I know. The waves were "radical" dude.

[Julie and Janet laugh at the memory.]

JAKE

Very funny.

[Janet gets up and grabs her bags.] 

JANET

I'm going up for a nap. Come on Jules. Let's check 
out our old rooms.

JULIE

Radical idea Sis.



[They exit talking like a 1960's surfer.
Jake crosses to the window and looks 
out. Carol joins him.]
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CAROL

What are we going to do?

[Jake looks around to make sure his 
sisters are gone.]

JAKE

I'll figure it out.

CAROL

I knew this was a bad idea.

JAKE

It's not a bad idea. It's been working for years.

CAROL

We could be in a lot of trouble if anyone finds out.

JAKE 

No one is going to find out.

CAROL

Really? Aren't you forgetting about our upstairs 
guests? What are we going to do about your sisters?

[Jake turns to face Carol.]

JAKE

We'll have to get rid of them.

Blackout
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Scene 4

[The next morning. Jake has been up most
of the night. His sisters stayed up late
with Carol going over old stories and 
photos. Jake is busy putting the photos 
away. Carol enters with a cup of coffee 
and the newspaper under her arm.]

CAROL

Morning.

[She crosses to him and hands him a cup 
of coffee and puts the newspaper on the 
table.]

Get any sleep?

JAKE

Not much.

CAROL

Did we keep you up?

JAKE

No. Just trying to work all this out.

CAROL

You will.

[He gives her a look.]

You always do.

[She sits and starts to help put the 
photos away.]

Your sisters filled me in on the family's history.

JAKE

I bet they did.

CAROL

Told me all the "Crazy Jake" stories. 

JAKE

That was a long time ago.
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CAROL

Did you really crash your Grandfather's pickup?

JAKE

Just dented it.

CAROL

When you were five!

JAKE

It had a push-button starter. My cousin Bonny and I 
just got in it and pushed the button.

CAROL

And off you went.

JAKE

Right into the garage wall.

[They enjoy the moment as Janet enters.]

JANET

Morning.

JAKE

Hey Sis.

CAROL

You sleep well?

JANET

It was the best night's sleep I've had in months. 

[She crosses and looks out at the bay.]

I've forgotten how nice it is to have the waves 
rocked me to sleep. 

[Carol gets up and moves towards the 
kitchen.]

CAROL

I'm getting some tea. Want a cup?

JANET

Love some coffee. 
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CAROL

How do you like it?

JANET

Black and one sugar.

CAROL

Coming up. Top you off Jake?

[Jake indicates he's fine. Janet goes 
and sits next to him.]

JANET

You got yourself a keeper there Jake. I like her.

JAKE

Yeah. me too.

JANET

Marriage in the future?

JAKE

Maybe...

JANET

Maybe? That's not very positive. You're not getting 
any younger Jake.

JAKE

We're good the way we are. Not sure if getting    
married would make any difference.

[Carol enters with the coffee.]

CAROL

Who's getting married?

JAKE

No one.

[Carol gives him a look.]

Janet asked about us. She wanted to...

JANET

I wanted to know if he planned on marrying you.
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CAROL

Oh. 

[She looks at Jake.]

CAROL

And what did he say?

[Jake thinks about what he's going to 
say.]

JAKE

I said I was good with the way things are.

[This isn't what Carol wanted to hear. 
Janet tries to help out.]

JANET

And that he loves you dearly.

CAROL

Isn't that sweet? Here's your coffee.

[She gives Janet her coffee, looks at 
Jake and leaves.]

JANET

Sorry, Jake.

JAKE

Carol...

[Jake goes after Carol almost bumping 
into Julie as she enters.]

JULIE 

What's his hurry?

JANET

Carol got upset.

JULIE

About...

JANET

She overheard us talking about the "M" word.

JULIE

Money?
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JANET

Worse. Marriage.

JULIE

[sits]

That "M" word. What did he say?

JANET

He didn't actually say it, but I believe our brother 
isn't the marrying kind while Carol is.

JULIE

That might be a problem.

[pause]

He'll figure it out.

JANET

I hope so. I like her.

JULIE

Me too.

[She starts reading a section of the 
newspaper. Janet takes another section 
and looks to see if there is anything 
happening around town that they could go
to.]

JANET

What do you want to do today?

JULIE

I don't know. Give me some ideas.

JANET

[looking at paper]

There's a farmer's market in town.

JULIE

[dryly]

That sounds exciting.

JANET

 Maybe not. 
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JULIE

Look there's a Car show in Riverhead.

JANET

No... Movie?

JULIE

Money.

JANET

Right.

JULIE

I think I'll just hang out with some old friends.

[Janet can sense she's up to something.]

JANET

Old friends? You don't have any old friends still 
living out here.

JULIE

There might be a few still around.

JANET

Like who?

JULIE

Ray still lives town.

JANET

Last I heard Ray was married with a couple of kids.

JULIE

Last I heard he was separated.

JANET

Last you heard! What are you doing Jules? When did 
you hear that he was separated? When?

JULIE

I called him last week. Okay? Said I'm coming to 
visit and would he like to meet up. 
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JANET

And he told him you he was separated?

JULIE

He told me he was thinking about it.

JANET

Are you crazy?! Thinking about it. He hasn't heard 
from you in years. You make one call and all of a 
sudden he's thinking about leaving his wife and kids!
It's all a bunch of BS. Don't you remember what he 
did to you?! Senior Prom! The "Carrie" joke.

JULIE

[intense]

I remember.

 JANET

I took us days to get rid of the smell of fish blood.

[She looks over at Julie and tries a 
different tact.]

Julie, you can do so much better than Ray. He just 
wants to sleep with you! That's all he ever wanted 
from you.

JULIE

So. What's wrong with that?

JANET

You like being used.

JULIE

I'm not being used!

JANET

What do you call it?

JULIE

Sex! Pure and simple hot, steamy sex. And I want it. 
I want it bad!!!
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[Jake and Carol enter arm in arm, hear 
Julie and abruptly stop.]

JANET

"Juicy" Julie, remember!

[This is a name Julie was called based 
on her reputation. It upsets her. She 
gets up.]

JULIE

You're a bitch. You know, you've always been a cold-
hearted bitch.

[Janet gets up. They face off.]

JANET

And you've always been the town whore!

JULIE

SCREW YOU JANET!

[She runs out and continues ranting 
offstage.]

JANET

Whore!

[Carol and Jake are stunned. Carol goes 
after Julie. Janet crosses to the 
window.]

JAKE

Something I should know about?

JANET

She and Ray plan on getting together.

JAKE

"Raymond the Baymen?"

JANET

You know any other?

JAKE

He's married with a couple of kids!

JANET

Exactly what I said.
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JAKE

Not going to happen. I'll make sure of it.

JANET

How are you going to stop her?

JAKE

Carol's friends with his wife I'll have her call her.

JANET

Warn her about hurricane Jules.

JAKE

Yeah.

JANET

Don't.

[He looks at her.]

She'll never forgive us. It might just be a one 
nighter. Let her get it out of her system.

JAKE

What about Ray's wife?

JANET

She married the jerk. It's her problem.

JAKE

That's cold.

JANET

Yeah, well didn't you hear I'm a cold bitch.

[He crosses to her. Gives her a hug.]

JAKE

That's what I hear. But I don't believe it.

JANET

Thanks Jake.

[She looks over to where Dad's chair 
was.]

JANET

What did you do with the throne?
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JAKE

Throne?

JANET

Dad's chair.

JAKE

His throne! That's good. Never thought of it that 
way. Cousin Mike took it.

[Janet crosses back and sits.]

JANET

Good riddance.

JAKE

It was just a chair.

JANET

No, Jake, it was more than just a chair. It was Dad 
sitting there, looking out at the water, at the bird 
feeder. At all the stupid seagulls he had names for. 
It was his throne and Mom waited on him, then Julie 
and I waited on him. When we left and Mom died you 
took over.

JAKE

I didn't mind helping him.

JANET

Didn't mind?

JAKE

Don't mind helping him.

[He sees Ray walking towards the deck. 
To himself.]

Oh shit.

[Janet senses something is not right. 
She gets up and starts to cross to Jake 
when she sees Ray at the sliding doors. 
He's in his mid-thirties, balding, and 
twenty pounds overweight. He makes his 
living clamming when he's not in jail. 
He and his wife live with her parents. 
He has on his work clothes and ever-
present Red Sox cap.]
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